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A note from Pastor Brad 
 
In 2005 I was blessed to be a member of Christian Education mission team that went to the Bishop Judith Craig 
Children’s Village in Liberia, West Africa. The nation of Liberia had just emerged from a ten-year civil war in 
which tens of thousands of people had been killed, and untold numbers of children left without parents or a safe 
place to live.  
 
The Christian Education Team led a six-day Vacation Bible School at the Children’s Village that focused on the  
story of Joseph and his brothers found in Genesis 37-50. Joseph is sold into slavery by his brothers, but by the grace 
of God Joseph becomes the second most powerful leader in all of Egypt. Near the end of the account we find Joseph 
holding the fate of his brothers in his hands. He could take revenge on his brother for having sold him into slavery, 
but he didn’t! Joseph loved his siblings and his extended family and so he realized that what had happened to him 
was in God’s plan. Joseph put it this way, “Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for 
good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today.” Genesis 50:20 (NRSV) 
 
The children at the village knew the story as well as we did! The mission team helped them find ways to sing, play, 
and have fun while remembering that God has a good plan for their lives despite all the dangers and threats they had 
experienced.  
 
One afternoon, during a break in VBS activities, I asked the director of the Village if there was a scripture verse that 
gave him hope and strength during the civil war. He said that every Sunday during the war his pastor would remind 
the congregation of God’s promise to a people who felt God had deserted them, ”I can never forget you! I have 
written your name on the palms of my hands.” [Isaiah 49:16 (GNB)]. The director said it gave everyone hope in 
the mist of the hopelessness caused by the war. 
 
Each of us faces difficult situations in our lives no matter how hard we strive to avoid them, and sometimes we 
might even think God is working against us. That is not the case - ever. God has a good plan for you. God will never 
forget you, and even has your name written on the palms of his hands!   
 
God loves you and so do I. 
Pastor Brad 



Willow Church Ministries 

Food Pantry:  Ethel’s food pantry offers short term assistance for any in need.  1 bag of groceries at a time.  The food pantry is 

open 24/7.  Please call the church for information or to request assistance. 

Spiritual Growth and Bible Study:  A weekly study fellowship with emphasis on deepening  personal spirituality with     

practical disciplines.  Study group meets Thursdays at 7:00 pm.    

Prayer Ministry:  Our congregation offers, through prayer and meditation, intercessory prayer for any concern 24 hours a 

day.  Please call the church office to leave your prayer requests. 

AA Ministry:  Utilize a 12 step program to help those suffering the effects of alcohol addiction.  Meetings are held at the 

church Wednesdays at 6:00 pm 

Music Ministry:  Choir and worship opportunities through music participation.  Practice every Wednesday at 7:00 pm.       

                        

Children’s Ministry:  Christian education during worship service is offered weekly to foster and guide our children in their 

faith.  Children’s Church is held each Sunday, coordinated by Jennifer Johnson. 

This newsletter is compiled by Donna Lee Hornyak.  A special 

thanks to Gail Sobecki and all who submit articles.  If you 

would like to add to “The Communicator”, please  e mail  

dhornyak2@gmail.com. 

     Thought for the Month:  My prayer time with God is too 

    important to miss. 

Altar Flowers:  Altar flowers can be displayed as a    

memorial or in honor of someone or something or a   

special event.  Cost per bouquet:  if only 1 bouquet is 

purchased for the same week is $15.00.  Cost if 2 vases 

are purchased is $12.50 each.  Make all checks to        

Darlene’s Flowers.    Orders and payments are  required 2 

weeks prior to date. Please contact Bridgett Gering. 

Willow United Methodist Church                                                                     
36925 Willow Road                                                                                                                              

New Boston, MI  48164 

Rev. Brad Lewis, Pastor 

    Email address: bklewis2105@gmail.com  

Pastor Cell Phone Number:   1-989-906-5231  

 Office Hours Wednesdays and Thursdays  

1:30—3:30 PM and upon request 

Church phone: 734-654-9020 

Fax:  734-654-9020 

Sunday Service 9:30 AM 

  Jeanne Lochner:  Children’s Ministry Director                                                           

               Karen Struble    Organist  and Music  Director 

FOOD PANTRY       24/7         734-753-4320 

MANY THANKS TO ALL WHO HELPED MAKE THE 

FALL FESTIVAL A GREAT SUCCESS. 

 PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SISTER CHURCH  

     WHITE PIGEON UNITED METHODIST  

        CHURCH 

 In White Pigeon, Michigan. 

BOOKS to read! 

Have you read a good Christian Book  lately...one that 

you would recommend to others?  The following has 

been recommended for your pleasure: 

 “The Last Week” by Marcus Borg 



    Willow United Methodist Church 

    September Administrative Board Meeting 

    September 18, 2016 

   Meeting opened with prayer at 10:42 a.m. Pastor Brad 

ATTENDANCE: Jan Holland, John Haydamacker, Pastor Brad Lewis, Katherine Buck, 

Donna Lee Hornyak, R.P & Helena Lilly, Jim & Kathy Farr, Amy Harrison, Martha Molnar, 

Sheryl Karls, Mary Krezmenski, Linda Kemp, John Tarr, and Debbie Carter. 

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD: August Ad Board minutes were read. Jim motioned to    

accept Martha. supported. Motion carried. 

 

PASTOR’S REPORT: Pastor Brad reported the nominating committee is going ok. There 

will be some replacements on some of the committees. Applefest is coming up. Jeanne 

Lochner is going to preach October 16.  

TRUSTEES: John Tarr is stepping down as chair of the trustees. R.P. & Jim Farr will     co

-chair the trustees. Some of the expenses were as follows: $82.66 for replacement 

batteries for the chair lift, $220 for State of MI inspection of the chair lift, $619 to rid the 

bats, $470 for base boards, $60.33 replaced swings, $2000 for resealing the parking lot 

& fixing cracks. They are still working on getting an estimate for another monitor. 

Financial:  August financial report was reviewed. RP motioned to accept the report. 

Debbie supported. Motion carried. 

                                                                        BUDGET:   Budget is behind by $2,986.02 

PASTOR PARISH: Donna Lee motioned that the pastor's salary stays at $34,525, Mary 

supported. Motion carried. 

 

        Recording Secretary — Janet Holland 

FALL FESTIVAL 2016 



 ANNUAL CHURCH CHARGE CONFERENCE                      

   October 13 7PM 

Each fall our church hosts an annual church conference.  The primary responsibilities of 
the charge conference in the annual meeting shall be to review and evaluate the total      
mission and ministry of the church, receive reports, and adopt objectives and goals        

recommended by the church council that are in keeping with the objectives of The United Methodist Church. 
 

Willow United Methodist Church will hold our Annual Church Charge Conference on Thursday, October 13 at 7:00 

PM.  (The Pastor Parish Committee will meet at 6:30).  We encourage all members of Willow Church and those    

interested in the church to attend.  This is our opportunity to meet with our District Superintendent and speak of our 

support and/or concerns of Willow Church. 

Were you here???? 

When Pastor Brad reminded us that “our choices do not have to be large to be life changing.” 

When we were assured that “Life is worth living because He Lives.” 

When we were again we learned that EMANUEL means “God with us.” 

When we realized that “God has a way of reassuring us and His Grace is all around us.” 

When the women’s group hosted the FALL HARVEST FESTIVAL? 

 



God's Boxes 

   

I have in my hands two boxes,  

Which God gave me to hold.  

He said, "Put all your sorrows in the black box,  

   And all your joys in the gold."  
   

   I heeded His words and in the two boxes,  

Both my joys and sorrows I stored,  

But though the gold became heavier each day,  

The black was as light as before.  
   

With curiosity, I opened the black,  

I wanted to find out why,  

And I saw, at the base of the box, a hole,  

Which my sorrows had fallen out by.  
   

                                 I showed the hole to God, and mused,  

                                    "I wonder where my sorrows could be!"  

                                       He smiled a gentle smile and said,  

                                       "My child, they're all here with me.."  
   

I asked God, why He gave me the boxes,  

Why the gold and the black with the hole?  

"My child, the gold is for you to count your blessings,  the black is for you to let go."  
   

We should consider all of our friends a blessing.  

 



FALL    

HARVEST 

FESTIVAL  



October 2016 
 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

Apple Festival 

2 

Holy           

Communion 

Children’s 

Church 

Women’s Mtg. 

Apple Festival 

3 

Christian     

Education Mtg. 

at church 7:00 

PM 

Theresa 

Buttignoli 

4 

Rotary 6:30 

 

Linda Kemp 

5 

AA 6:00 

Choir           

Rehearsal 7:00 

6 

Bible Study 7:00 

7 8 

9 

Children’s 

Church 

 

Coffee Hour 

10 11 

Rotary 6:30 

12 

CHICKEN 

SUPPER 

 

Sirena       

Mandelka 

 13 

ANNUAL CHURCH 

CONFERENCE 

7:00 PM 

14 

Jeanne &     

David Lochner  

 

Tom VanMeer 

15 

Bernice 

Skarsgard 

16 

Children’s 

Church 

Administrative 

Board Mtg.  

Donna Dent 

17 

 

 

Nick Wilson 

18 

Rotary 6:30 

 

Hannah     

Seward 

19 

AA 6:00 

Choir           

Rehearsal 7:00 

20 

Bible Study 7:00 

21 22 

23 

 

Children’s 

Church 

Anne Mathews 

24 

 

Ariel Dagenais 

25 

Rotary 6:30 

26 

AA 6:00 

Choir           

Rehearsal 7:00 

27 

Bible Study 7:00 

28 29 

Children’s   

Halloween  

Party 

Julie Struble 

30 

Children’s 

Church 

 

 

31 1 

Rotary 6:30 

2 

AA 6:00 

Choir           

Rehearsal 7:00 

3 

Bible Study 7:00 

4 5 


