
WILLOW UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

  Communicator  November 2014 

A Note From Pastor Marianne:  

 

     Matthew 9:21-22 – “For she said to herself, ‘If only I may touch His garment, I 

shall be made well.’  But Jesus turned around, and when He saw her He said, ‘Be of 

good cheer, daughter; your faith has made you well.’  And the woman was made 

well from that hour.” 

 

The Bible is the inspired word of God. I believe the parables and stories in the Bible have a 

purpose to them. They each have an important message, a spiritual truth that we can take 

and apply to the personal situations that we confront in life.  

This story from Matthew 9 has a spiritual truth in it that has been a real source of comfort for many. 

It is a reminder to look to Christ first when all of our options seem to be exhausted. This woman had a chronic ill-

ness that had plagued her for twelve years.  The uncontrollable bleeding made her an outcast – labeled “unclean.”  

The loss of blood would have also made her physically weak.  This woman had spent all her money on doctors only 

to find out that she could not be cured.  When she learned that Jesus was near, she went to him, willing to do any-

thing to find a cure.  She believed that Jesus could heal her, so much so that she forced her way through the 

crowd, believing, “If only I may touch his garment I shall be made well.” (Matthew 9:21) She knew that faith in 

Jesus would solve what doctors and an endless supply of money could never solve. 

In life we will all confront issues, if we haven’t already – that we feel we cannot overcome.  They may not be life 

or death, but they do change our lives in one way or another.  We could say that they are  opportunities for spir-

itual growth.  When crisis comes our way instead of looking for answers in the wrong places, perhaps we should 

rely first on our faith, not using it as a last resort.  May God guide us each and every day, to grow in our faith and 

trust in Christ Jesus. 

                                                               

                                                                      The peace of the Lord be with you, Pastor Marianne 

 

 

 

 

  

 Sermon Titles and Texts for November: 

         November 2:  “I Don’t Want to Miss What Matters”    Matthew 25:36-46 

         November 9:  Mark Buttignoli, preaching    “The Kingdom”  Mathew  25: 1-13 

         November 16:  “I Want to Be Reaching Out”             Romans 12:3-8 

         November 23:  “Start Living Right Now”   Corinthians 6:12, 16b 

                                       



Milford United Methodist Church Harvest Dinner 
                November 8th from 4;00 pm to 7:00pm 

      Milford UMC on 1200 Atlantic St., Milford, Michigan 
     248-684-2798 

    Adults - $11       Seniors - $9       Children (5-12) - $6 
    Menu:  Turkey, stuffing, squash, homemade mashed 

                potatoes, jello salad, green beans with almonds,  
                and desserts.  

 

 

 
                                                      
 
In Remembrance– All Saints Day 
     On Sunday, November 2, in observance of All Saints Day, we plan to remember those we’ve lost in the 
past years. If you lost loved ones, we would like to remember them in worship on that day.  You are invited 
to bring a picture or a memento of your loved one to be placed on the altar area during the remembrance 
ceremony, if you like. 
 
 
 
Daily Devotional Available 
     Did you know that Willow UMC offers free daily devotional materials each month?  They are called “The Upper 
Room” and you may take one home for your use.  The Upper Rooms are located on the information table in the 
narthex. . 
 
 
 
 
Special Musical Sunday 

On November 30 at our 9:30 am service, we will be enjoying the music ministry of Ron Elrod. Ron is an 
accomplished pianist, vocalist, and composer. Ron attributes his longstanding musical success to his 
Heavenly Father for the gift of music, and to his earthly father who constantly encouraged him to keep 
playing and singing for the Lord. Please plan to join us for a wonderful time of praise & worship. 
 
                        
 
 
 
 Parenting Study 
                         “Money Management” 
      Willow UMC offers a free parenting study for parents of children of all ages.  The study     
utilizes a parenting series by Jim Williams who is a   national parenting advocate and speaker 
and the director of STARS, a school based program helping students make healthy lifestyle 
choices.   
       We are finishing up a 4 week study regarding handling finances and teaching our children 
about stewardship.  
       Even if you have been unable to attend any of the sessions, you are welcome to come and 
join the remaining classes.    
       The group will meet the 4th Sunday of each month, after worship service.  Gathering time is 
11:00am.  We enjoy snacks, teaching and discussion time and close with prayer at 12:30pm.  
The study is held in the home of John and Laura Haydamacker at 24340 Waltz Rd., New     
Boston.  If you have any questions about the class or location, please contact 
Pastor Marianne,   parenting study facilitator (248-875-3783), Jennifer      
Johnson, co-coordinator (734-625-5750).  Hope to see you there! 
 



                                        Thanksgiving Eve Service 

     You are invited to join together in thanks and worship to God at Willow UMC 
for our annual Thanksgiving Eve Service.   
     Rev. Doug McMunn will be our guest preacher for the evening.   

 

          Willow Holiday Events Calendar 

November 26, Wednesday – 7pm Thanksgiving Eve Service - 

 November 29, Saturday – 9am “Hanging of the Greens” 

    November 30, Sunday – First Sunday of Advent –  

               Special Musical Worship Service  

                                          with the music ministry of Ron Elrod 

                   December 6, Saturday – 5pm Church Christmas Dinner Potluck 

       December 7, Sunday – Second Sunday of Advent –  

                           Sermon Series:  “Not a Silent Night” 

                                     Holy Communion/Children’s Program 

                                             Cookie Walk after Worship 

          December 7, Sunday – 4pm Blue Christmas Service –  

                                              Jeanne Lochner preaching 

     December 14, Sunday – Third Sunday of Advent - 

                                      Sermon Series:  “Not a Silent Night” 

                                                        Coffee Hour 

         December 21, Sunday – Fourth Sunday of Advent - 

                                                  Christmas Cantata 

                December 24, Wednesday- 7pm Christmas Eve Service - 

Order your Poinsettia now...orders must be in by Sunday November 24… 

 We will be ordering from Schwartz’s Greenhouse.  Cost is as follows.                                                                 

  Please indicate Red, Pink or White ( Tri Color:1 red,1 white,1 pink— available in Large only) 

   Mini:  (1 Plant, 3—5 blooms)   $3.00   

   Single:  (1 plant, 5—7 blooms)    $5.00 

   Double:  (2 plants, 8—14 blooms)  $10.00 

   Large:  (3 or 4 plants, 12—20 blooms)  $15.00 

Please complete one of the order sheets and pay when you order or as soon as possible.  Do not forget to 

state who you want to honor or memorialize.  Give your form to Donna Lee Hornyak or Gail Sobecki  



Were you here???? 

When Pastor Marianne preached on the Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations describing practices that shape and sustain   

congregations.  Radical Hospitality, Passionate Worship, Intentional Faith Development, Risk-Taking Mission and Service, and 

Extravagant Generosity.   

When Calvin Haydenmaker sang a solo? 

When the women’s group met at Martha Molners’ for fun and fellowship and at 

Connie Burke’s home for dinner and a movie? 

When we served Chicken Dinner to the community in October? 

When we had the blessings of the back packs and teachers in September? 

When so many of Willow Church members volunteered to work at the Willow 

Church booth at the Apple Festival? 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY:  Today I will remember God’s mercy and faithfulness. 

  THE GERANIUM 

  The free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord —- Romans 6:23 

   Some months ago I was given a geranium plant with four large red-orange flower clusters.  In time they faded 

away.  For weeks  I had only a plant with green leaves.  I was disappointed because there were no blossoms.  Then 

I thought, I’ll add some plant food to the water!  Soon I saw a short stem with buds;  a few days later, I saw two 

more.  In a few weeks there were 10 cluster of buds on six-inch-long stems.  What a glorious display when all the 

buds were fully developed! 

   Then it occurred to me that our lives can be like that.  When we follow Jesus’ teachings and practice them, we absorb qualities 

that provide an added dimension to life.  This is God’s gift to us for a life more abundant and fulfilling that we could ever        

imagine.   

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY:  We are made in the likeness of God with a potential for inner, spiritual growth.  

     From THE UPPER ROOM:  September 2014 

 

Why We Love Children 

   It was the end of the day when I parked my police van in 

front of the station.  As I gathered my 

equipment, my K-9 partner, Jake was 

barking and I saw a little boy staring in 

at me.  “Is that a dog you got back 

there?” he asked.  “It sure is,” I       

replied.  Puzzled the boy looked at me 

and then towards the back of the van.  

Finally he said, “what’d he do?”!!!! 

   Nine year old Joey was asked by his mother what he had 

learned n Sunday school.  “Well, Mom, our teacher told us how 

God sent Moses behind enemy lines on a rescue mission to lead 

the Israelites out of Egypt.  When he got to the Red Sea, he had 

his army build a pontoon bridge and all the people walked across 

safely.  Then, he radioed headquarters for reinforcements.  They 

sent bombers to blow up the bridge and the Israelites were 

saved.” 

“Now Joey, is that really what your teacher taught you?” his 

mother asked. 

   “Well, no Mom.  But, if I told it the way the teacher did, you’d 

never believe it!” 



PARENT’S PRAYER 

   Oh, God, make me a better parent.  Help me understand my children, to listen patiently to 

what they have to say and to understand all their questions kindly.  Keep me from inter-

rupting them, talking back to them and contradicting them.  Make me as courteous to them 

as I would have them  be to me.  Give me the courage to confess my sins against my children 

and ask them forgiveness, when I know that I have done wrong. 

   May I not vainly hurt the feelings of my children.  Forbid that I should laugh at their mis-

takes, or resort to shame or ridicule as punishment.   Guide me hour by hour that I may demonstrate by all I say and 

do that honesty produces happiness.  

   Reduce, I pray, the meanness in me. May I cease to nag; and when I am out of sorts, help me O Lord, to hold my 

tongue.  Blind me to the little errors of my children as those of their own age, and let me not exact of them the   

judgments and conventions of adults.  Allow me not to rob them of the opportunity to wait upon themselves, to 

think, to chose, and to make their own decisions. 

   Forbid that I should ever punish them for my selfish satisfaction.  May I grant them all their wishes that are         

reasonable and have the courage always to withhold a privilege which I know will do them harm. 

   Make me fair and just, so considerate and companionable to my children that they will have a genuine esteem for 

me.  Fit me to be loved and imitated by my children.  Oh, God, do give me calm and poise and self control. 

    From the original Abigail Van Buren (Dear Abby)  1961 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY:  Who needs my patience today? 

COFFEE HOUR 

   Each month on the second Sunday we will be hosting a Coffee Hour following church services.  If you 

would like to host a coffee hour, please let Pastor Marianne know and she will schedule a month.  A 

description of what is needed  and where items are located is available.   

   November's Coffee Hour will be held on November 9th.  Mary Van Meer and Joyce Tarr are hosting. 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY:  Our talents are meant to be used to serve our neighbors. 

Thanksgiving Dinner Prayer 

Heavenly Father, on Thanksgiving Day 
We bow our hearts to You and pray. 

We give You thanks for all You’ve done 
Especially for the gift of Jesus, Your Son. 
For beauty in nature, Your glory we see 
For joy and health, friends and family, 

For daily provision, Your mercy and care 
  These are the blessings You graciously share. 

   So today we offer this response of praise 
            With a promise to follow You all of our days. 

-Mary Fairchild 



Willow United Methodist Church 

October Administration Board Meeting 
October 19, 2014 

     
 
    John Tarr called the meeting to order at10:47 a.m. 

Meeting opened at with prayer by Mark Buttignoli. 
    
 

ATTENDANCE: Janet Holland, Pastor Marianne, Martha Molnar, Donna Lee Hornyak, Mark 
Buttignoli, R.P. & Helena Lilly, Pastor Marianne, Amy Harrison, Tina Szalek, 
Mary Krezminski, Linda Kemp, Jim & Kathy Farr & John Tarr. 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD: September Minutes were read. Kathy motioned to accept the minutes. Jim Farr 

supported. Motion carried. 
 
PASTORS REPORT: She is pleased with the sermons regarding the Five Practices of Fruitful Congre-

gations. The book is also the topic in Bible Study. Some ideas of radical hospi-
tality were shared that came up at the study i.e. ushers, greeters, register pad 
(sending cards to visitors). Next Sunday is the Church Conference. November 2 
is All Saints Sunday. Bring a picture of a loved one. November 9 is Laity Sun-
day, celebrating the veterans, and a coffee hour. Pastor Marianne would like to 
have a 2015 calendar meeting during coffee hour to plan for the coming year. 
There will be a Thanksgiving eve service. Advent sermons will be Mary’s per-
spective; starting November 30. Pastor Marianne was approached by Ron Elrod 
to perform at one of our services. He is an accomplished singer. His fee is $150 
for travel & lodging expenses. A love offering would also be accepted. After 
discussion, Kathy motioned for Ron Elrod to sing during our Sunday Worship 
Service November 30 (First Sunday in advent) and to pay a fee of $300 (and not 
pass the white bucket) using the anniversary money. Helena supported. Motion 
carried. 

 
TRUSTEES: The trustees have not gotten together regarding the church issues. A meeting will 

be held after next Sunday’s (Oct. 26) service.  
 
FINANCIAL: The Monthly Financial Report was reviewed. Jim Farr motioned to accept the 

report. R.P supported. Motion carried. John Tarr presented the new 2015 budget 
and its recommendation. After some discussion Mark motioned to accept the 
2015 budget as presented. R.P. supported. John Tarr recommended a salary in-
crease for Pastor Marianne sighting she is not being paid enough and that the line 
item in the 2014 budget for travel and expenses has a nominal amount unspent. 
Mark motioned a salary increase for Pastor Marianne as presented by John. Mar-
tha supported. Motion carried. 

 
OTHER: N/A 
 
ADJOURNMENT: Jim motioned to adjourn. Mark supported. Meeting adjourned at 11:51 am. 
 
Recording Secretary – Janet Holland 



November 2014 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

Bob Lenz 

2 

Holy          

Communion 

All Saints Day 

Women’s Mtg. 

3 4 

Rotary 6:30 

Election Day 

5 

AA 6:00 

Choir          

Rehearsal 

7:00 

6 

Bible Study 

7:00 Wanda 

Young’s 

Home 

7 8 

Harvest    

Dinner at 

Milford UMC 

4-7pm 

9 

Laity Sunday 

Veteran’s   

Sunday 

Coffee Hour 

Calendar Mtg. 

10 

Jim  

Buck 

11  Chicken      

Supper Prep 

8:30 

Rotary 6:30 

Tyler &        

Jennifer    

Johnson 

Samantha   

Bailey 

VETERANS 

DAY 

12 

Chicken   

Supper Prep 

8:30 

Chicken   

Supper 5:00 

13 14 15 

Bryan & Anne 

Mathews 

16 

Children’s 

Church 

Ad Board Mtg. 

17 18 

Rotary 6:30 

Kevin Burke 

19 

AA 6:00 

Choir          

Rehearsal 

7:00 

20 21 22 

23 

Parent Study  

24 25 

Rotary 6:30 

26 

AA 6:00 

Thanksgiving 

Eve Service 

7:00 

Cameron 

Buck 

27 

Thanksgiving 

28 29 

Hanging of 

the Green’s 

9:00 am 

Good fellows 

Newspaper 

Sales 

30 

First Sunday of 

Advent 

Special Music 

by Ron Elrod 

1 2 

Rotary 6:30 

3 

AA 6:00 

Choir          

Rehearsal 

7:00 

4 5 6 


