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A NOTE FROM PASTOR MARIANNE
EXPECT A MIRACLE!
These words, “Expect a Miracle” are printed in bold blue letters on
both sides of the basketball court at Mabee Center on the campus of
Oral Roberts University where I graduated from Nursing School back in 1983. Like all teams that play
a sport, some years, a miracle is what it would take for them to win a game. But, I think the message on that court
was meant for more than “basketball wins.” The words were meant as a reminder of the great and loving God we
serve and that we can expect a miracle in our lives every day! The love and grace of God towards us is truly a wondrous miracle. Romans 5:8 says that, “. . . God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.” God doesn’t wait to love us until we are perfect . . . God demonstrates his love towards us before we even acknowledge that we need it. That is a miracle if you ask me.
Before Christ came to reveal this miraculous fact to the world, folks tried everything they could think of to appease and to gain God’s mercy and forgiveness. The only gods they had known before were gods that needed to be
appeased and they naturally believed that “the One God” was the same way. They needed a Messiah to save them.
And they waited expectantly. We see in Christ, the long awaited Messiah.
The first Sunday of Advent (the season of expectation) begins the last Sunday of November. As my thoughts go to
this season this year, the expectation part of the season really has taken on new meaning. The McMunn/Thompson
family wait in expectation for the birth of their little miracle.
Let us rejoice together in this coming season of hope and expectation. May it rekindle in each of us the great
gratitude we feel towards God for the miracle that “. . . God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were
still sinners, Christ died for us.”

Thanks be to God for the wonderful miracle of God’s UNCONDITIONAL
LOVE for the world!

Sermon Titles and Texts for November
November 1: Jeanne Lochner preaching
November 8: Ruth and the Matchmaker

Ruth 3:1-5; 4:14-17

November 15: Hannah and the Spiritual but Not Religious
November 22: “Why Just Once a Year?”

November 29: “Mary Had a Baby”

I Samuel 1:4-20

Deuteronomy 26:1-15

Matthew 1:18-25

Christian CD’s for Sale
by Donation
A friend of Pastor
Marianne’s is offering the
proceeds from the sale of her recorded Christian music
CD’s to go for children’s ministry at Willow UMC. She
has a CD of Easter Music, Christmas Music, and CD of a
variety of Christian music – most of which she and her
husband have written and recorded. You are invited to
check them out, share a donation and enjoy the music!
Please check the table in the entry for CD’s.

Daily Devotional Available
Did you know that Willow UMC offers free daily

devotional materials each month? They are
called “The Upper Room” and you may take one
home for your use. The Upper Rooms are located
in the back of the
sanctuary – large print is
available. Speak with Pastor Marianne if you have
any questions.

Advent Calendar
November 28, Sat.: 9:00 a.m. “Hanging of the Greens”
November 29, Sun.: First Sunday of Advent/Advent Friend begins
December 5, Sat.: 5:00 p.m. Christmas Potluck Dinner at Willow UMC
December 6, Sun.: Second Sunday of Advent/Advent Friend
December 13, Sun.: Third Sunday of Advent/Advent Friend
Children’s Christmas Program/Cookie Walk
Coffee after Worship
December 19, Sat.: Children’s Christmas Party at Willow UMC
December 20, Sun.: Fourth Sunday of Advent/Advent Friend
Christmas Cantata by Willow UMC Choir
December 24, Thurs.: 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight
Communion Service

Advent Friend
Would you like to be someone’s Secret Advent Friend? Starting on November
29, the First Sunday of Advent, Secret Advent Friends will share
small gifts with one another (maximum $5 each gift for Nov. 29,
Dec. 6, Dec. 13) and final gift on Dec. 20 with a cost of $25-30. If
you are interested, please speak with Laura Haydamacker
(734-552-8172). Registration sheets are in the table in the entry
at church. The gifts are great, but the most important thing is to
remember to pray for your Secret Advent Friend during the
season.

Children’s Church meets every Sunday.
After the Children’s Time – Story and Discussion and Singing - in the Worship Service, children of all ages are invited to
the Children’s Church Area in Fellowship Hall.
Children’s Church includes a Bible Story time and activities for the children to participate in to enhance their time of
learning.
Jennifer Johnson is our Children’s Church Coordinator.
Children’s Church Team includes Jennifer Johnson, Jeanne Lochner, Donna Dent, Hannah Seward, Raeann Burkhart, Tessa
Bailey, Krista Burkhart, and Hollie Morrison. Thank you all for serving our children!
Do you know a child/ren and/or family who would benefit from our community of faith? Why don’t you take time to
invite them to church on Sunday!

“Falling in love is easy, but staying in love takes courage, hard work and lots of grace.”
Are you engaged to be married, married for several months or for 30 plus years? Then this study is for you!
Willow UMC is offering a marriage study once a month.
“Love to Stay: Sex, Grace, and Commitment” is the title of the study written by Rev. Adam Hamilton lead pastor at Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas. Hamilton is a nationally known speaker and author and
leader in the United Methodist Church. In this study “Hamilton explores the ups and downs and how to’s of marriage
and how; with God’s help, we can make love last.”
This study facilitated by Pastor Marianne (married over 31 years to husband, Doug) meets once a month. The
class begins at 11:00am with gathering time and snacks. Study time concludes at 12:30pm. We meet in the
home of John and Laura Haydamacker at 24340 Waltz, New Boston. If you have any questions about the class or
location, please contact Pastor Marianne, marriage study facilitator (248-875-3783), Jennifer Johnson, cocoordinator (734-625-5750). Hope to see you there!

Thanksgiving Eve Service
You are invited to join together in thanks and worship to God at
Willow UMC for our annual Thanksgiving Eve Service at 7:00 p.m.

Milford United Methodist Church
Harvest Dinner
November 7th from
4;00 pm to 7:00pm
Milford UMC
on 1200 Atlantic St., Milford, Michigan
248-684-2798
Adults - $11
Seniors - $9
Children (5-12) - $6
Menu: Turkey, stuffing, squash, homemade
mashed potatoes, jello salad,
green beans with almonds,
And desserts.

In Remembrance–
All Saints Day
On Sunday, November 1, in observance of
All Saints Day, we plan to remember those
we’ve lost in the past years. If you lost loved
ones, and would like to remember them in
worship on that day, you will be invited to
come forward to light a candle during the
Remembrance Ceremony.

THANKSGIVING PRAYER
Willow UMC T-shirts
If you are interested in
purchasing Willow UMC
T-shirt, please contact Hollie Morrison.

WILLOW UMC

Heavenly Father, on Thanksgiving Day
We bow our hearts to You and pray.
We give You thanks for all You’ve done
Especially for the gift of Jesus, Your Son.
For beauty in nature, Your glory we see
For joy and health, friends and family,
For daily provision, Your mercy and care
These are the blessings You graciously share.
So today we offer this response of praise
With a promise to follow You all of our days.
-Mary Fairchild-

Were you here?
When Pastor Marianne’s father Herbert Mugler was our faith interview in October?
When we were reminded that following Christ's example gives us JOY?
When the women of Willow Church gathered for a fun Halloween party?
When so many volunteers helped with the Willow Church booth at the Apple Festival?
When our church served Chicken Dinner to a LARGE number of community residents in October?

Woman’s Group Halloween Party

Willow Church Ministries
Food Pantry: Ethel’s food pantry offers short term assistance for any in need. 1 bag of groceries at
a time. The food pantry is open 24/7. Please call the church for information or to request assistance.
Spiritual Growth and Bible Study: A weekly study fellowship with emphasis on deepening personal spirituality with practical disciplines. Study group meets Thursdays at 7:00 pm.
Prayer Ministry: Our congregation offers, through prayer and meditation, intercessory prayer for any concern 24 hours a
day. Please call the church office to leave your prayer requests.
AA Ministry: Utilize a 12 step program to help those suffering the effects of alcohol addiction. Meetings are held at the
church Wednesdays at 6:00 pm
Music Ministry: Choir and worship opportunities through music participation. Practice every Wednesday at 7:00 pm.
Children’s Ministry: Christian education during worship service is offered weekly to foster and guide our children in their
faith under the direction of Jeanne Lochner. Children’s Church is held each Sunday, coordinated by Jennifer Johnson.

This newsletter is compiled by Donna Lee Hornyak. A special
thanks to Gail Sobecki and all who submit articles. If you
would like to add to “The Communicator”, please e mail me
at dhornyak2@gmail.com.
Thought for the Day: Every care that I can turn over to
God makes room for another blessing.

Willow United Methodist Church
36925 Willow Road
New Boston, MI 48164
Rev. Marianne McMunn, Pastor
Email address: mariannemcmunn@sbcglobal.net
Pastor Cell Phone Number: 248-875-3783
Office Hours on Tuesdays and Thursdays

734-654-9020

Willow Church Cook Book
Thank you to all who submitted
recipes for the Willow Church Cook
Book. NOW ON SALE!!! $10.00
each. Great Christmas gift!!!

Script Program
Our church benefits from the purchase of Scrip gift
cards. Every time you purchase a card we receive a
percentage of the purchase price. Use the cards
not only to give as gifts, but also consider buying
them for your own personal use i.e. dining out,
home improvements, gas, personal items. If you
would like an updated list of retailers, please see
Martha Molar.
Thank you for your continued support.

Fax: 734-654-9020
Sunday Service 9:30 AM
Jeanne Lochner: Children’s Ministry Director
Karen Struble Organist and Music Director
FOOD PANTRY

24/7

734-753-4320

Altar Flowers: Altar flowers can be displayed as a
memorial or in honor of someone or something or a
special event. Cost per bouquet: if only 1 bouquet
is purchased for the same week is $15.00. Cost if 2
vases are purchased is $12.50 each. Make all
checks to Darlene’s Flowers. Please contact
Vanessa Lenz at 734-731-9611.
Orders and payments are required 2 weeks prior to
date.

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN ORDERING A POINSETTIA TO DECORATE THE ALTAR OF WILLOW CHURCH, PLEASE
COMPLETE A FORM BY NOVEMBER 22nd..
Please pay when you order or as soon as possible. Do not forget to state who you would like to honor or memorialize.
Please give your completed form to Donna Lee Hornyak or Gail Sobecki. (checks can be made to Donna Lee Hornyak)
WILLOW CHURCH POINSETTIA ORDER FORM 2015
Name: ___________________________ Phone Number ______________________
In Memory – Honor of: Please indicate

Color: Red,

Number Ordered Total Due

White, or Pink
Plant
Mini: 1 plant – 3-5
blooms
$3.00 each
Single: 1 plant – 5-7
blooms

$5.00 each
Double: 2 plants – 8-14
blooms
$10.00 each
Large: 3 or 4 plants – 12
-20 blooms $15.00
each

Large: Tri Color: 1 Red, 1
White and 1 Pink plant
$15.00 each

Total Due: ________________

Please make checks to: Donna Lee Hornyak

Paid

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
The Lord says, “I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no
more.” Jeremiah 31:34
The children leaned forward to see what the pastor was doing as she spoke of God’s
forgiveness. She wrote several words on a legal pad. “OOPS!” she said, “I’ve made a mistake.” Then she turned the pencil over and erased the stray marks. “That’s what God
does when God forgives us,” she sad. “God erased our mistakes, our sins, completely, as
if they had never happened.”
As I watched, I realized that God does more. God forgives and does not remember our
sins, as if the paper were restored to its original state. No sign of pencil marks and eraser residue remaining. God gives us a
clean slate!
In Jeremiah 31:31-34, the people of Israel were promised a new day, a new covenant even though they had disappointed God
over and over again. The promise now extends to all who believe in the new covenant established by Jesus Christ. “If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). WE ARE
FORGIVEN.

LIFE IS WHAT YOU MAKE IT
An elderly woman looked in the mirror one morning. She had three remaining hairs on her head and being a
positive soul, she said, “I think I’ll braid my hair today.” So she braided her three hairs, and she had a great day.

Some days later , looking in the mirror one morning, preparing for her day, she saw that she had only two hairs
remaining. “Hmm, two hairs...I fancy a center parting today.” She duly parted her two hairs, and as ever, she had
a great day.
A week or so later, she saw that she had just one hair left on her head. “One hair huh…,” she mused, “I know, a
pony-tail will be perfect!” And again she had a great day.
The next morning she looked in the mirror. She was completely bald! “Finally bald huh,” she said to herself,
“How wonderful! I won’t have to waste time doing my hair anymore.”
“OPTIMISM IS THE FAITH THAT LEADS TO ACHIEVEMENT. NOTHING CAN BE DONE WITHOUT HOPE AND
CONFIDENCE.”

-Helen Keller-

BELIEVE IN GOOD

We're thankful for Thy blessings, Lord,
Thy watchful eye above,
For freedom's bell that rolls for all
In this dear land we love.
We're thankful, Lord, for useful work,
For measure of good health,
For family ties and friendship dear,
More precious this than wealth.
For all Thy tender mercies, Lord,
For sunshine and for rain,
For golden harvest richly blessed
In yield of fruit and grain.
,

On this Thanksgiving Day, dear Lord,
We bow in humble prayer.
We’re thankful for Ty blessings, Lord
Thy gifts are everywhere.

WE ARE THAKFUL LORD
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2
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Remembrance Day

Tue
4

5

Rotary 6:30

AA 6:00

Bible Study
7:00
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Rehearsal
7:00 PM

Children's Church

9

Thu

3

Women’s Mtg.

8

Wed

11

12

Holy
Communion
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Dinner Prep
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Dinner

Bible Study
7:00

Children’s Church

Rotary 6:30

Jennifer &
Tyler
Johnson

Coffee Hour
15

16

Children’s Church

Jim Buck

Samantha
Bailey

17

18
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Rotary 6:30

AA 6:00

Bible Study
7:00
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Choir
Rehearsal
7:00 PM

Anne & Ryan
Mathews
22
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Children’s Church

24

25

Rotary 6:30

AA 6:00

Marriage Study
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7:00 pm

30

26

7 Craft Fair at
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Lay Servant
Ministry

13

4:00—7:00
14

20

21

27

28
Hanging of the
Greens 9:00 am

Cameron
Buck

1

2

3

Rotary 6:30

AA 6:00

Bible Study
7:00

Choir
Rehearsal
7:00 PM

6

Sat

Milford UMC
Harvest Dinner
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New Member
Orientation Class

Fri

4

5

