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From Pastor Marianne
Excerpts from a devotional from “Rest Ministries” by Debi Farmer

“’Therefore we do not lose heart, though outwardly we are wasting away,
yet inwardly, we are being renewed
day by day.’ (2 Corinthians 4:16)
New Years tends to make us step back and reflect our lives.”
(Note from Pastor Marianne: “When I look in a mirror and see the reflectio

n looking back at me, it’s hard to recshort years ago. Time is making itself
known in this body – there are lines, sags, signs of stress in my skin. Even
my less than perfect eyesight can see it.
Another New Year is coming – and ‘time keeps on slippin, slippin, slippin
into the future.’”)
“It is apparent that our outer bodies are wasting away. And some days,
it can make us want to lose heart. .
Paul reminds us in 2 Corinthians 4:16 that to age in this earthly body is
to draw closer to the Spiritual body we will one day
have. This human body we live in now is so frail and weak. Yes, we can
make resolutions to exercise and diet trying to make our
life healthier and longer, However we are all in the process of dying; that
is a part of the cycle of life.
We cannot expect a world without pain and sorrow. Even our Lord suffered
while He was here on earth in the human flesh, but
the scriptures remind us that this life is but a moment compared to the eternity
God has waiting for us. Earthly life is just a flicker.
Just a fraction of reflection compared to Grace.”
We hold onto hope in God. Through the challenges that we face each day,
may we focus our eyes and gaze at the image of
Christ. “May we grasp the hope of a Savior who loves and cares for us.
A loving Father who will hold us and carry us through
each trial.”
May hope give us the confidence to face each day in the coming year with
a sense of expectation and a sense of peace.
“Prayer: Dear Lord, Help us to “carry-on” in this coming New Year.
Help us to grasp the reins of hope. When we look at
the reflections of our lives, helps us to see what awaits us, not what has
passed. Thank you Lord for your strength and wisdom in all things! Amen.”
About the author:
Debbi Farmer, mom, wife, writer, business owner, Child of the King, suffers
from several illnesses including Fibromyalgia, and
knows how easy it is to lose heart in the mist of the pain. She Hopes this
is the year that everyone reading this devotional will find
Hope and Happiness!
ognize ‘that girl’ in the mirror. I look different now, than I did just a few

May the Lord bless you and keep you in the year ahead. Happy New Year!
Love, Pastor Marianne

January Sermon Titles and Texts for January

January 6:

“A Matter of Perseverance”
Matthew 2:1-12
January 13: “Tips From a Tightrope Walker”
Isaiah 43:1-7
January 20: “Wine to Celebrate”
John 2:1-11
January 27: “Time Capsule”
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10

Ministries of Willow Church
Food Pantry
Ethel's food pantry offers short term assistance for any in need. 1 bag of groceries at a
time.
The food pantry is open 24/7. Please call the church for information or to request
assistance.
Spiritual Growth and Bible Study
A weekly study fellowship with emphasis on deepening personal spirituality with practical disciplines.
Study group meets Thursdays at 7:00. All are welcome.
Prayer Ministry
Our congregation offers through prayer and meditation, intercessory prayer for any concern 24 hours
a day. Please call the church office to leave your prayer requests.
AA Ministry
Utilize a 12 step spiritual program to help those suffering the effects of alcohol addiction. Meetings
are held Wednesdays 6:00 pm here at the church.
Music Ministry
Choir and worship opportunities through music participation. Practice is every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.
Children’s Ministry
Christian education during worship service is offered weekly to foster and guide our children in their
faith under the direction of Jeanne Lochner.
Children’s Church the first Sunday of the month
coordinated by Jennifer Johnson.

Altar Flowers

Altar flowers can be displayed as a memorial or in honor of someone

or something or a special event. Cost per bouquet if only 1 bouquet is purchased for the
same week is $15.00. Cost if 2 bouquets are purchased for the same week is $12.50 each. Please remember.. Do not take the vases. They must be returned to the florist. Make all checks payable to
Darlene's Flowers. If interested in donating altar flowers please contact Vanessa Lenz at
734-731-9611. Please get your flower order and payment to Vanessa 2 weeks ahead of time or
your order may be canceled. If you have an altar vase, please return it to the church.

Ethel’s Food Pantry

Ethel's Food Pantry is an outreach of our church and community as we strive to help

those who are in need of food assistance. All food is donated. If you would like to donate at any time, please see Helena, contributions are always needed. Each month in the newsletter, we will be asking for a needed item. BUT...please
remember, misc. items are needed all the time. This month’s items:

Scrip Program
Our church benefits from the purchase of
Scrip gift cards. Every time you purchase a card we
receive a percentage of the purchase price. Use the
cards not only to give as gifts, but also consider buying
them for your own personal use, i.e. dining out, home
improvements, gas, personal items. If you would like
an updated list of retailers, please see Martha Molnar.
Thank you for your continued support

PEANUT BUTTER & JELLY,

This newsletter is compiled by Donna Lee Hornyak. A special thanks
to Gail Sobecki and all who submit articles for our newsletter. If you
would like to add to “The Communicator” please email me at:
dhornyak2@gmail.com
(Donna Lee Hornyak)
In His Strength
For I can do everything with the help of Christ who gives me the
strength I need.
Philippians 4:13

Willow United Methodist Church
December Administration Board Meeting
December 2, 2012
Meeting opened at 10:55 a.m. with prayer by Mark Buttignoli.
ATTENDANCE:

Janet Holland, Mark Buttignoli, Jim & Katherine Buck, John Tarr, Martha Molnar, R.P. & Helena Lilly,
Jim & Kathy Farr, Tamara Gains, Mary Kresmenski, and Cheryl Karls,

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD:

October Minutes were read. (No November meeting) Jim Farr motioned to accept the minutes as read.
Mark. supported. Motion Carried.

PASTORS REPORT:

N/A

TRUSTEES:

The new roof and air conditioner has been installed. The health inspector completed an inspection. There
are several issues that need to be corrected.

FINANCIAL:

The October Financial Report was reviewed. R.P. motioned to accept the report. Jim Farr supported. Motion carried. Jim Buck reported the budget is on track.

ADJOURNMENT:

Jim Farr motioned to adjourn. Mark supported. Meeting adjourned at 11:23 a. m.

Financial Report:
Total received for the month of September - $8,430.96
Total expenses for the month of September - $6,629.66

THE FIRST KING SIZE BED

THANK GOD FOR THAT BED AND THE BABY THAT SLEPT THERE

CHRISTMAS AT WILLOW CHURCH

And the Children Sing

Advent Wreath

Nelson and Nick: help with the Noisy Collection

Holy Communion

Altar Bible

Blue Christmas Service

Light the first Advent Candle

THE STORY OF THREE TREES
Once there were three trees on a hill in the woods. They were discussing their hopes and dreams when the first tree
said, 'Someday I hope to be a treasure chest. I could be filled with gold, silver and precious gems. I could be decorated
with intricate carving and everyone would see the beauty.'
Then the second tree said, 'Someday I will be a mighty ship. I will take Kings and queens across the waters and sail to
the corners of the world. Everyone will feel safe in me because of the strength of my hull.'
Finally the third tree said, 'I want to grow to be the tallest and straightest Tree in the forest. People will see me on top
of the hill and look up to my branches, and think of the heavens and God and how close to them I am reaching. I will be
the greatest tree of all time and people will always remember me.'
After a few years of praying that their dreams would come true, a group of woodsmen came upon the trees. When one
came to the first tree he said, 'This looks like a strong tree, I think I should be able to sell the wood to a carpenter, 'and he
began cutting it down. The tree was happy, because he knew that the carpenter would make him into a treasure chest.
At the second tree the woodsman said, 'This looks like a strong tree. I should be able to sell it to the shipyard.' The
second tree was happy Because he knew he was on his way to becoming a mighty ship.
When the woodsmen came upon the third tree, the tree was frightened because he knew that if they cut him down his
dreams would not come true. One of the woodsmen said, 'I don't need anything special from my tree, I'll take this one,'
and he cut it down.
When the first tree arrived at the carpenters, he was made into a feed box for animals. He was then placed in a barn and
filled with hay. This was not at all what he had prayed for.
The second tree was cut and made into a small fishing boat. His dreams of being a mighty ship and carrying kings had
come to an end.
The third tree was cut into large pieces, and left alone in the dark.
The years went by, and the trees forgot about their dreams. Then one day, a man and woman came to the barn. She
gave birth and they placed the baby in the hay in the feed box that was made from the first tree. The man wished that he
could have made a crib for the baby, but this manger would have to do. The tree could feel the importance of this event
and knew that it had held the greatest treasure of all time.
Years later, a group of men got in the fishing boat made from the second tree. One of them was tired and went to sleep.
While they were out on the water, a great storm arose and the tree didn't think it was strong enough to keep the men safe.
The men woke the sleeping man, and He stood and said 'Peace' and the storm stopped. At this time, the tree knew that it
had carried the King of Kings in its boat.
Finally, someone came and got the third tree. It was carried through the streets as the people mocked the man who was
carrying it. When they came to a stop, the man was nailed to the tree and raised in the air to die at the top of a hill. When
Sunday came, the tree came to realize that it was strong enough to stand at the top of the hill and be as close to God as
was possible, because Jesus had been crucified on it.
The moral of this story is that when things don't seem to be going your way, always know that God has a plan for you.
If you place your trust in Him, God will give you great gifts. Each of the trees got what they wanted, just not in the way
they had imagined. We don't always know what God's plans are for us. We just know that His Ways are not our ways,
but His ways are always best.

Were You Here?????
When our altar was decorated with beautiful Poinsettia's given by many in the congregation in honor or memory of loved ones?
When many gathered in the church sanctuary for our annual “Blue Christmas” service?
When we learned that through the life of Joseph we can see that God is near, God is here, God is love.
When the ladies of Willow Church gathered for a Christmas Social at Donna Lees?
When we heard the story of how Elizabeth “mentored” Mary when she became with child?
When the children of Willow Church gathered a “noisy” offering to be used for a “bouncy house?”

RELAY FOR LIFE: Bowling Fundraiser

January 25th, 2013

Woodhaven Lanes

6:30 PM

2000 Van Horn Road

$15.00 per person—Includes 3 games of bowling, 2 slices of pizza

Woodhaven, MI
To Register: Contact Holly Morrison

and one soft drink
Phone: 734-770-4741

email: Morrison@ymail.com

Caring for all
Others in need
Acting when called
Trust in your self
Solace to come
Willow Church will be collecting gently used coats and jackets starting 12-15-12 and continuing through 1/15/13
to benefit our local communities in need. We will only be collecting coats! Please be sure these are clean and
"gently used." For more details, please contact Karen Wilson.

Dish Towels
The church kitchen is in need
of NEW KITCHEN TOWELS.
Any color, any pattern as long
as they’re new. Please bring
them to church at any time and leave
them in the kitchen. Thank you

Church Bulletin Announcements
If you have announcements that
you would like to share in the
bulletin on a Sunday morning,
please get them to Pastor
Marianne by the Wednesday
before you would like it printed in
the bulletin.

Willow United Methodist Church
36925 Willow Road
New Boston, MI 48164
Rev. Marianne McMunn, Pastor
Email address: mariannemcmunn@sbcglobal.net
Pastor’s Schedule: Monday—day off Tuesdays and Thursdays
at church Wednesday—home office and choir rehearsal at Willow
Church Friday—Study Day Saturday—Home office

734-654-9020
Sunday Service 9:30 AM
Jeanne Lochner: Children’s Ministry
Karen Struble: Organist and Choir Director
FOOD PANTRY 24/7

734-753-4320

January 2013
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

11

12

AA 6:00
Choir Rehearsal
7:00

6

7

8

9

10

Holy Communion

Mark Buttignoli

Rotary 6:30

AA 6:00

Bible Study 7:00

Debbie Carter

Choir Rehearsal
7:00

15

16

17

Rotary 6:30

AA 6:00

Bible Study 7:00

Mary Van Meer

Choir Rehearsal
7:00

22

23

24

Rotary 6:30

AA 6:00

Bible Study 7:00

Matt O’Connor

Children’s
Church

Melissa O’Connor

Dedication of
Church Officers

13

14

Women’s Meeting after Worship

20

21

Human Relations Day

18

19

25

26

1

2

Choir Rehearsal
7:00

Administrative
Board Mtg. after
Worship

Raeann

27

28

29

30

31

Judy McDaniel

Hollie Morrison

Rotary 6:30

AA 6:00

Bible Study 7:00

Choir Rehearsal Greg & Melissa
7:00
Barnett

