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A Note From Pastor Mari e«. ...
KOpening their treasures, they offered

thew 2:11,12

At the beginning of every year, we, the church enter into what is known in the church
calendar year as EpiphanyThe name "Epiphany" comes from the Greek wewgphania
and means "to show, make known, or reveal." The celebration originated in the Easter
Church in AD 361, beginning as a commemoration of the birth of Christ. Later, additiong
meanings were addedthe visit of the three Magi, Christ's baptism in the Jordan River, at
his first miracle at the wedding in Cana. These three events are central to the definition
Epiphany, and its meaning is drawn from these occurrences.

The custom of gift giving gifts at Christmas is said to trace back to the magi's gifts to the boy Jesus. Th
willingly sacrificed some of their treasures to acknowledge how they held Jesusinastkeem a ki ng.
what is done when visiting a royalyou bring gifts. There are many interpretations as to the significance of
gifts that the Magi brought to Jesus. The gold may point to the kingly role of Jesus. The incense can be ag
with priestly functions and the myrrh with ancient embalmingforeshadowing Christ's sacrificial death to ato
for our sins.

On a practical l evel, the gifts of the magi c
when they traveled to Egypt and resided there until the end of Herod's reign of terror.

If we apply these verses to giving as part of our worship, our offerings express devotion to God and at
same ti me, they sustain the work of the church

| want to thank you, Willow UMC for the many ways you have given out of devotion to God and the wor
the church in ChristJdJs name during the | ast yea
of love, service, treasure and talents. As | am sure that the 3 Magi experienced great joy in their giving, wi
experience joy in being cavorkers with Christ in his kingdom on earth.

Have a blessed 2015
Love, Pastor Marianne
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Marriage Study to Begin
fFalling in |love is easy, but staying in |l ove takes

Are you engaged to be married, married for several

UMC will be offering a once a month study series star
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Our ¥aith In Action.
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Thank you, Willow United Methodist Members and Friends for contributing to this United
Methodist Church initiative this past year through Noisy Offering.
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http://www.imaginenomalaria.org/
http://rmcumc.org/new/component/content/article/436.html
http://www.umc.org/
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