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A Note From Pastor Marianne   

   “Opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh” Mat-
thew 2:11,12 
At the beginning of every year, we, the church enter into what is known in the church       
calendar year as Epiphany.    The name "Epiphany" comes from the Greek word Epiphania, 
and means "to show, make known, or reveal."   The celebration originated in the Eastern 
Church in AD 361, beginning as a commemoration of the birth of Christ. Later, additional 
meanings were added - the visit of the three Magi, Christ's baptism in the Jordan River, and 
his first miracle at the wedding in Cana. These three events are central to the definition of 
Epiphany, and its meaning is drawn from these occurrences.  

      The custom of gift giving gifts at Christmas is said to trace back to the magi's gifts to the boy Jesus. They    
willingly sacrificed some of their treasures to acknowledge how they held Jesus in esteem – as a king.  And that’s 
what is done when visiting a royal – you bring gifts.  There are many interpretations as to the significance of the 
gifts that the Magi brought to Jesus. The gold may point to the kingly role of Jesus. The incense can be associated 
with priestly functions and the myrrh with ancient embalming--foreshadowing Christ's sacrificial death to atone 
for our sins. 
___On a practical level, the gifts of the magi could have been God’s provision for Mary and Joseph and their child 
when they traveled to Egypt and resided there until the end of Herod's reign of terror.  
___If we apply these verses to giving as part of our worship, our offerings express devotion to God and at the 
same time, they sustain the work of the church to go about God’s kingdom business.   
     I want to thank you, Willow UMC for the many ways you have given out of devotion to God and the work of 
the church in Christ’s name during the last year.  Let us continue to “open our treasures and offer God our gifts” 
of love, service, treasure and talents.  As I am sure that the 3 Magi experienced great joy in their giving, we too 
experience joy in being co-workers with Christ in his kingdom on earth.  
                                                       Have a blessed 2015 
                                                                      Love, Pastor Marianne 
 
Sermon Titles and Texts for January: 

     January 4           Do You Know Your Name?                          

                                           Luke 2:21-40 

     January 11         The Power of Words Series:  Tearing Down or Building Up 

                                           James 3:7b-10 and Ephesians 4:29 

     January 18         The Power of Words Series:  Family Words – Hurtful or Life Giving 

                                           Colossians 3:8-9a, 12-13, 15b and James 1:19 

     January 25         The Power of Words Series:  Religion and Politics 

                                           I Corinthians 1:10-12; 12:31b; 13:4-8a 

     February 1         The Power of Words Series:  In the Beginning Was the Word 

                                           Exodus 20:7, Psalm 19:14 and John 1:1, 14        



Marriage Study to Begin  

     “Falling in love is easy, but staying in love takes courage, hard work and lots of grace.”   

     Are you engaged to be married, married for several months or for 30 plus years?  Then this study is for you!  Willow 

UMC will be offering a once a month study series starting January 25. 

     “Love to Stay:  Sex, Grace, and Commitment” is the title of the study written by Rev. Adam Hamilton lead pastor 

at Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas.  Hamilton is a nationally known speaker and author and leader in 

the United Methodist Church. In this study “Hamilton explores the ups and downs and how to’s of marriage and how, 

with God’s help, we can make love last.” 

     This 6 week study, facilitated by Pastor Marianne (married over 30 years to husband, Doug) meets on the 4
th
 Sun-

day of each month.  First session will be January 25.  Class begins at 11:00am with gathering time and snacks.  Study 

time concludes at 12:30pm.  Meet in the home of John and Laura Haydamacker at 24340 Waltz, New Boston.  If you 
have any questions about the class or  location, please contact Pastor Marianne, marriage study facilitator (248-875-
3783), Jennifer Johnson, co-coordinator (734-625-5750).   
 Hope to see you there! 

   As the Imagine No Malaria campaign enters its home stretch, 

United Methodists can look with satisfaction at $60 million already 

raised in gifts and pledges, and with hope and confidence toward 

surpassing the $75 million goal by the end of 2015. 

     Most of the money raised has been from grassroots efforts like 
bake sales, car washes and children donating birthday money. 
"Now, gifts of $1 million are coming in, and there are opportunities 
for more of these," said Pittsburgh Area Bishop Thomas         
Bickerton, chairperson of the executive committee for Imagine No 
Malaria. 
     “This is what it means to be connectional,” said Bishop Bicker-

ton. “Everyone in the pews contributes to the success of Imagine No Malaria. This is selfless, joyful giving. This 
is generosity that will save thousands of lives. I am so proud of my United Methodist brothers and sisters in 
Christ.” 
     Malaria has been killing for thousands of generations, but improved prevention, sanitation and healthcare 
have all but eliminated it from the developed world. Despite this progress, however, malaria continues to kill at a 
rate of almost one death every minute in Africa — millions of children infected each year.  These needless 
deaths have galvanized United Methodists, particularly those who have been to Africa and have witnessed the 
extent of malaria’s devastation.  
     It was first-hand experience that moved Mary Joy and Jerre Stead to give $1 million to Imagine No Malaria 
in April, 2014. The couple visited Africa four years ago and the experience stuck with them.  "What’s so good 
about this is that the maximum amount of dollars goes to the maximum amount of people,” Jerre Stead said. 
     The United Methodist Church has operated hospitals and clinics in Africa for more than 200 years. Imagine 
No Malaria takes decades of good work a step further. The campaign allows the church to offer a comprehensive 
plan that relies on full partnerships with African communities, focusing equally on four efforts: prevention,     
treatment, education and communications. 
     “Where better can you make a difference than channeling through The United Methodist Church to attack a 
global issue?” asked Jerre Stead. “There’s not a lot of places that allow investments like leadership gifts to   
maximize the return, and (the church is) clearly one. It’s an excellent one." 
 

     Thank you, Willow United Methodist Members and Friends for contributing to this United    

Methodist Church initiative this past year through Noisy Offering.         

http://www.imaginenomalaria.org/
http://rmcumc.org/new/component/content/article/436.html
http://www.umc.org/


Were you here? 

When our congregation was entertained by Ron Elrod’s Music Ministry? 

When families of Willow Church lit the advent candles? 

When our sanctuary was decorated with beautiful flowers and decorations? 

When Pastor Marianne told us about Mary, the mother of Jesus, from the end to the beginning? 

When the children of Willow Church delighted us with love and song? 

When the Willow Church Choir presented the Christmas Cantata? 

When so many gathered for the Christmas Eve Service to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ? 

When Jim Farr sang for us? 

When we came together for our Christmas potluck? 

Willow United Methodist Church                                                                 

36925 Willow Road                                                                               

New Boston, MI  48164 

Marianne McMunn, Pastor 

    Email address: mariannemcmunn@sbcglobal.net  

 Office Hours on Tuesdays and Thursdays  

734-654-9020 

Fax:  734-654-9020 

Sunday Service 9:30 AM 

  Jeanne Lochner:  Children’s Ministry                                                            

      Karen Struble    Organist  and Choir  Director 

Daily Devotional Available 

     Did you know that Willow UMC offers free daily de-

votional materials each month?  They are called “The 

Upper Room” and you may take one home for your use.  

The Upper Rooms are located next to the bulletins and 

hymnals today.  Large print available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE FIRST KING SIZE BED... 

Coffee Hour: 

Thank you to Mary Van Meer, Joyce Tarr and the Holland 

family for sponsoring the coffee hour in November and     

December.  If you would like to volunteer to sponsor the 

coffee hour, please contact Donna Lee Hornyak.   

Only when you are overwhelmed with the goodness of God can you overflow with the goodness of God to others. 



Willow Church Ministries 

Food Pantry:  Ethel’s food pantry offers short term assistance for any in need.  1 bag of groceries at 

a time.  The food pantry is open 24/7.  Please call the church for information or to request assis-

tance. 

 

Spiritual Growth and Bible Study:  A weekly study fellowship with emphasis on deepening person-

al spirituality with practical disciplines.  Study group meets Thursdays at 7:00 pm. 

 

Prayer Ministry:  Our congregation offers, through prayer and meditation, intercessory prayer for any concern 24 hours a day.  

Please call the church office to leave your prayer requests. 

 

AA Ministry:  Utilize a 12 step program to help those suffering the effects of alcohol addiction.  Meetings are held at the 

church Wednesdays at 6:00 pm 

 

Music Ministry:  Choir and worship opportunities through music participation.  Practice every Wednesday at 7:00 pm.  

 

Children’s Ministry:  Christian education during worship service is offered weekly to foster and guide our children in their 

faith. Under the direction of Jeanne Lochner.  Children’s Church is the first Sunday of the month coordinated by Jennifer        

Johnson. 

This newsletter is complied by Donna Lee Hornyak.  A special 

thanks to Gail Sobecki and all who submit articles.  If you 

would like to add to “The Communicator”, please e mail me at 

dhornyak2@gmail.com. 

                  “Truly my soul finds rest in God.”    

   Psalm 62:1 

 

WELCOME BACK!   From the Upper Room; Dec 2014 

Recently my wife and I traveled overseas for our first holiday in a decade.  Not wanting to take my heavy 

Bible, I purchased a small New Testament, with Psalms and Proverbs.  I also packed my copy of “The Upper 

Room” for our visit, fully intending to continue my devotional reading each day. 

Although it was a wonderful trip, we had only seven days away; everything seemed rushed.  I never made 

the time to read my Bible or the meditations at all.  But my intentions had been good! 

What a delight it was to return home to Australia and to catch up on two or three daily meditations each day, plunging myself 

back into the word of God!  I became re-inspired.  I also realized that God always waits for us to return, no matter how near or 

far we travel, or for whatever reason we neglect to spend time with God.  Always patient and welcoming, God rejoices in our 

presence. 

Prayer:  Dear God, thank you for your constant presence in our lives.  Forgive us when we distance ourselves from you.  In 

Jesus name we pray.  Amen 

Altar Flowers:  Alter flowers can be displayed as a memorial 

or in honor of someone or something or a special event. 

Cost per vase if only 1 vase is purchased for the same week is 

$15.00.  Cost if 2 vases are purchased is $12.50.  Make all 

checks to Darlene’s Flowers.  Please contact Vanessa Lenz at 

734-731-9611.  Orders and payments are  required 2 weeks 

prior to date. 



Can you sleep when the wind blows? 
 
Years ago a farmer owned land along the Atlantic seacoast.  He constantly           
advertised for hired hands. Most people were reluctant to work on farms along the 
Atlantic. They dreaded the awful storms that raged across the Atlantic, wreaking   
havoc on the buildings and crops.   
As the farmer interviewed applicants for the job, he received a steady stream of    
refusals.   Finally, a short, thin man, well past middle age, approached the farmer. 
"Are you a good farmhand?" the farmer asked him.  "Well, I can sleep when the wind 
blows," answered the little man. Although puzzled by this answer, the farmer,       

desperate for help, hired him.  
The little man worked well around the farm, busy from dawn to dusk, and the farmer felt satisfied with the man's 
work.  Then one night the wind howled loudly in from offshore. Jumping out of bed, the farmer grabbed a lantern and 
rushed next door to the hired hand’s sleeping quarters. He shook the little man and yelled, "Get up!  A storm is      
coming! Tie things down before they blow away!"  The little man rolled over in bed and said firmly, "No sir. I told you, I 
can sleep when the wind blows."   
Enraged by the response, the farmer was tempted to fire him on the spot.  
Instead, he hurried outside to prepare for the storm. To his amazement, he discovered that all of the haystacks had 
been covered with tarpaulins. The cows were in the barn, the chickens were in the coops, and the doors were 
barred.  The shutters were tightly secured. Everything was tied down.  Nothing could blow away.  The farmer then  
understood what his hired hand meant, so he returned to his bed to also sleep while the wind blew. 
 

MORAL: When you're prepared, spiritually, mentally, and physically you have nothing to fear. Can you sleep 
when the wind blows through your life?  The hired hand in the story was able to sleep because he had secured the 
farm against the storm.   We, as believers in Christ, secure ourselves against the storms of life by grounding our-
selves in the Word of God.  We don't need to understand, we just need to hold His hand to have peace in the midst of 
the storms.  I hope you sleep well  

JESUS 

     The Faithful One 

 

The confidence we have , the trust we hold… 

The hope we carry….rest in His faithfulness. 

 

Every promise He has made He purposes to fulfill. 

  He has the authority to accomplish all He has spoken. 

  His power is limitless…. 

  His character changeless…. 

  His love is endless. 



January 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

Ed & Jean   

Miller 

4                 

Holy           

Communion, 

Children’s 

Church,   

Women’s 

Meeting 

Whitney Baker 

5 6 

Rotary 6:30  

7 

AA 6:00 PM  

Choir           

Rehearsal 7:00 

PM 

8 

Bible Study at 

Wanda Young’s 

Home 7:00 PM 

 

Debbie Carter 

Madison Dent 

9 10 

11 

Coffee Hour 

2015 Calendar 

Meeting 

12 13 

Rotary 6:30 

14 

AA 6:00 PM  

Choir           

Rehearsal 7:00 

PM 

15 

Bible Study at 

Wanda Young’s 

Home 7:00 PM 

 

Mary VanMeer 

16 17 

 

Michelle      

Simon 

18 

Children’s 

Church 

Ad Board  Mtg. 

19 20 

Rotary 6:30 

21 

AA 6:00 PM  

Choir           

Rehearsal 7:00 

PM 

22 

Bible Study at 

Wanda Young’s 

Home 7:00 PM 

23 

Raeann 

Burkhart 

Mary Grover 

24 

25 

Marriage Study 

26 

Connie Burke 

27 

Rotary 6:30 

 

Judy McDaniel 

28 

AA 6:00 PM  

Choir           

Rehearsal 7:00 

PM 

Hollie         

Morrison 

29 

Bible Study at 

Wanda Young’s 

Home 7:00 PM 

30 31 


