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A Note From Pastor Marianne   

   ĶOpening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrhķ Mat-
thew 2:11,12 
At the beginning of every year, we, the church enter into what is known in the church       
calendar year as Epiphany.    The name "Epiphany" comes from the Greek word Epiphania, 
and means "to show, make known, or reveal."   The celebration originated in the Eastern 
Church in AD 361, beginning as a commemoration of the birth of Christ. Later, additional 
meanings were added -  the visit of the three Magi, Christ's baptism in the Jordan River, and 
his first miracle at the wedding in Cana. These three events are central to the definition of 
Epiphany, and its meaning is drawn from these occurrences.  

      The custom of gift giving gifts at Christmas is said to trace back to the magi's gifts to the boy Jesus. They    
willingly sacrificed some of their treasures to acknowledge how they held Jesus in esteem ı as a king.  And thatĴs 
what is done when visiting a royal ı you bring gifts.  There are many interpretations as to the significance of the 
gifts that the Magi brought to Jesus. The gold may point to the kingly role of Jesus. The incense can be associated 
with priestly functions and the myrrh with ancient embalming-- foreshadowing Christ's sacrificial death to atone 
for our sins. 
___On a practical level, the gifts of the magi could have been GodĴs provision for Mary and Joseph and their child 
when they traveled to Egypt and resided there until the end of Herod's reign of terror.  
___If we apply these verses to giving as part of our worship, our offerings express devotion to God and at the 
same time, they sustain the work of the church to go about GodĴs kingdom business.   
     I want to thank you, Willow UMC for the many ways you have given out of devotion to God and the work of 
the church in ChristĴs name during the last year.  Let us continue to Ķopen our treasures and offer God our giftsķ 
of love, service, treasure and talents.  As I am sure that the 3 Magi experienced great joy in their giving, we too 
experience joy in being co-workers with Christ in his kingdom on earth.  
                                                       Have a blessed 2015 
                                                                      Love, Pastor Marianne 
 
{ŜǊƳƻƴ ¢ƛǘƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜȄǘǎ ŦƻǊ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΥ 

     WŀƴǳŀǊȅ п           5ƻ ¸ƻǳ Yƴƻǿ ¸ƻǳǊ bŀƳŜΚ                          

                                           [ǳƪŜ нΥнм-пл 

     WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мм         ¢ƘŜ tƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ²ƻǊŘǎ {ŜǊƛŜǎΥ  ¢ŜŀǊƛƴƎ 5ƻǿƴ ƻǊ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ¦Ǉ 

                                           WŀƳŜǎ оΥтō-мл ŀƴŘ 9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ пΥнф 

     WŀƴǳŀǊȅ му         ¢ƘŜ tƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ²ƻǊŘǎ {ŜǊƛŜǎΥ  CŀƳƛƭȅ ²ƻǊŘǎ ς IǳǊǜǳƭ ƻǊ [ƛŦŜ DƛǾƛƴƎ 

                                           /ƻƭƻǎǎƛŀƴǎ оΥу-фŀΣ мн-моΣ мрō ŀƴŘ WŀƳŜǎ мΥмф 

     WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нр         ¢ƘŜ tƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ²ƻǊŘǎ {ŜǊƛŜǎΥ  wŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ tƻƭƛǝŎǎ 

                                           L /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ мΥмл-мнΤ мнΥомōΤ моΥп-уŀ 

     CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ м         ¢ƘŜ tƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ²ƻǊŘǎ {ŜǊƛŜǎΥ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ²ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘ 

                                           9ȄƻŘǳǎ нлΥтΣ tǎŀƭƳ мфΥмп ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ мΥмΣ мп        



Marriage Study to Begin  

     ñFalling in love is easy, but staying in love takes courage, hard work and lots of grace.ò   

     Are you engaged to be married, married for several months or for 30 plus years?  Then this study is for you!  Willow 

UMC will be offering a once a month study series starting January 25. 

     ñLove to Stay:  Sex, Grace, and Commitmentò is the title of the study written by Rev. Adam Hamilton lead pastor 

at Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas.  Hamilton is a nationally known speaker and author and leader in 

the United Methodist Church. In this study ñHamilton explores the ups and downs and how toôs of marriage and how, 

with Godôs help, we can make love last.ò 

     This 6 week study, facilitated by Pastor Marianne (married over 30 years to husband, Doug) meets on the 4
th
 Sun-

day of each month.  First session will be January 25.  Class begins at 11:00am with gathering time and snacks.  Study 

time concludes at 12:30pm.  Meet in the home of John and Laura Haydamacker at 24340 Waltz, New Boston.  If you 
have any questions about the class or  location, please contact Pastor Marianne, marriage study facilitator (248-875-
3783), Jennifer Johnson, co-coordinator (734-625-5750).   
 Hope to see you there! 

   As the Imagine No Malaria campaign enters its home stretch, 

United Methodists can look with satisfaction at $60 million already 

raised in gifts and pledges, and with hope and confidence toward 

surpassing the $75 million goal by the end of 2015. 

     Most of the money raised has been from grassroots efforts like 
bake sales, car washes and children donating birthday money. 
"Now, gifts of $1 million are coming in, and there are opportunities 
for more of these," said Pittsburgh Area Bishop Thomas         
Bickerton, chairperson of the executive committee for Imagine No 
Malaria. 
     ñThis is what it means to be connectional,ò said Bishop Bicker-

ton. ñEveryone in the pews contributes to the success of Imagine No Malaria. This is selfless, joyful giving. This 
is generosity that will save thousands of lives. I am so proud of my United Methodist brothers and sisters in 
Christ.ò 
     Malaria has been killing for thousands of generations, but improved prevention, sanitation and healthcare 
have all but eliminated it from the developed world. Despite this progress, however, malaria continues to kill at a 
rate of almost one death every minute in Africa ð millions of children infected each year.  These needless 
deaths have galvanized United Methodists, particularly those who have been to Africa and have witnessed the 
extent of malariaôs devastation.  
     It was first-hand experience that moved Mary Joy and Jerre Stead to give $1 million to Imagine No Malaria 
in April, 2014. The couple visited Africa four years ago and the experience stuck with them.  "Whatôs so good 
about this is that the maximum amount of dollars goes to the maximum amount of people,ò Jerre Stead said. 
     The United Methodist Church has operated hospitals and clinics in Africa for more than 200 years. Imagine 
No Malaria takes decades of good work a step further. The campaign allows the church to offer a comprehensive 
plan that relies on full partnerships with African communities, focusing equally on four efforts: prevention,     
treatment, education and communications. 
     ñWhere better can you make a difference than channeling through The United Methodist Church to attack a 
global issue?ò asked Jerre Stead. ñThereôs not a lot of places that allow investments like leadership gifts to   
maximize the return, and (the church is) clearly one. Itôs an excellent one." 
 

     Thank you, Willow United Methodist Members and Friends for contributing to this United    

Methodist Church initiative this past year through Noisy Offering.         

http://www.imaginenomalaria.org/
http://rmcumc.org/new/component/content/article/436.html
http://www.umc.org/


²ŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŜǊŜΚ 

²ƘŜƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴŜŘ ōȅ wƻƴ 9ƭǊƻŘΩǎ aǳǎƛŎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΚ 

²ƘŜƴ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƻŦ ²ƛƭƭƻǿ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƭƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾŜƴǘ ŎŀƴŘƭŜǎΚ 

²ƘŜƴ ƻǳǊ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǝƻƴǎΚ 

²ƘŜƴ tŀǎǘƻǊ aŀǊƛŀƴƴŜ ǘƻƭŘ ǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ aŀǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΚ 

²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ ²ƛƭƭƻǿ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƴƎΚ 

²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƭƭƻǿ /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƘƻƛǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ /ŀƴǘŀǘŀΚ 

²ƘŜƴ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 9ǾŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΚ 

²ƘŜƴ WƛƳ CŀǊǊ ǎŀƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΚ 

²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǇƻǘƭǳŎƪΚ 

²ƛƭƭƻǿ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ                                                                 

осфнр ²ƛƭƭƻǿ wƻŀŘ                                                                               

bŜǿ .ƻǎǘƻƴΣ aL  пумсп 

aŀǊƛŀƴƴŜ aŎaǳƴƴΣ tŀǎǘƻǊ 

    9Ƴŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΥ ƳŀǊƛŀƴƴŜƳŎƳǳƴƴϪǎōŎƎƭƻōŀƭΦƴŜǘ  

 hŶŎŜ IƻǳǊǎ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎ  

топ-срп-флнл 

CŀȄΥ  топ-срп-флнл 

{ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ фΥол !a 

  WŜŀƴƴŜ [ƻŎƘƴŜǊΥ  /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ                                                            

      YŀǊŜƴ {ǘǊǳōƭŜ    hǊƎŀƴƛǎǘ  ŀƴŘ /ƘƻƛǊ  5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 

5ŀƛƭȅ 5ŜǾƻǝƻƴŀƭ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 

     $ÉÄ ÙÏÕ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ 7ÉÌÌÏ× 5-# ÏÆÆÅÒÓ ÆÒÅÅ ÄÁÉÌÙ ÄÅȤ

ÖÏÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌÓ ÅÁÃÈ ÍÏÎÔÈȩ  4ÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȱ4ÈÅ 

5ÐÐÅÒ 2ÏÏÍȱ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕ ÍÁÙ ÔÁËÅ ÏÎÅ ÈÏÍÅ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÕÓÅȢ  

4ÈÅ 5ÐÐÅÒ 2ÏÏÍÓ ÁÒÅ ÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ ÎÅØÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÌÌÅÔÉÎÓ ÁÎÄ 

ÈÙÍÎÁÌÓ ÔÏÄÁÙȢ  ,ÁÒÇÅ ÐÒÉÎÔ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅȢ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¢I9 CLw{¢ YLbD {L½9 .95ΦΦΦ 

/ƻũŜŜ IƻǳǊΥ 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ aŀǊȅ ±ŀƴ aŜŜǊΣ WƻȅŎŜ ¢ŀǊǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ IƻƭƭŀƴŘ 

ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻũŜŜ ƘƻǳǊ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ     

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ǘƻ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƻũŜŜ ƘƻǳǊΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 5ƻƴƴŀ [ŜŜ IƻǊƴȅŀƪΦ   

hƴƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ DƻŘ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƻǾŜǊƅƻǿ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ DƻŘ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ 



²ƛƭƭƻǿ /ƘǳǊŎƘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ 

CƻƻŘ tŀƴǘǊȅΥ  9ǘƘŜƭΩǎ ŦƻƻŘ ǇŀƴǘǊȅ ƻũŜǊǎ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǘŜǊƳ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘΦ  м ōŀƎ ƻŦ ƎǊƻŎŜǊƛŜǎ ŀǘ 

ŀ ǝƳŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ǇŀƴǘǊȅ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ нпκтΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻǊ ǘƻ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŀǎǎƛǎπ

ǘŀƴŎŜΦ 

 

{ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ DǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƴŘ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅΥ  ! ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ ŘŜŜǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴπ

ŀƭ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŀƭ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜǎΦ  {ǘǳŘȅ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƳŜŜǘǎ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ тΥлл ǇƳΦ 

 

tǊŀȅŜǊ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΥ  hǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ƻũŜǊǎΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŘƛǘŀǝƻƴΣ ƛƴǘŜǊŎŜǎǎƻǊȅ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ нп ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀ ŘŀȅΦ  

tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎΦ 

 

!! aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΥ  ¦ǝƭƛȊŜ ŀ мн ǎǘŜǇ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎǳũŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜũŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭ ŀŘŘƛŎǝƻƴΦ  aŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ сΥлл ǇƳ 

 

aǳǎƛŎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΥ  /ƘƻƛǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƻƴΦ  tǊŀŎǝŎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ŀǘ тΥлл ǇƳΦ 

 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΥ  /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛǎ ƻũŜǊŜŘ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ǘƻ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƎǳƛŘŜ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ŦŀƛǘƘΦ ¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ WŜŀƴƴŜ [ƻŎƘƴŜǊΦ  /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ        

WƻƘƴǎƻƴΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŜŘ ōȅ 5ƻƴƴŀ [ŜŜ IƻǊƴȅŀƪΦ  ! ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ 

ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ Dŀƛƭ {ƻōŜŎƪƛ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ǘƻ ά¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƻǊέΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ŝ Ƴŀƛƭ ƳŜ ŀǘ 

ŘƘƻǊƴȅŀƪнϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳΦ 

                  ά¢Ǌǳƭȅ Ƴȅ ǎƻǳƭ ŬƴŘǎ ǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ DƻŘΦέ    

   tǎŀƭƳ снΥм 

 

²9[/ha9 .!/YΗ   CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦ǇǇŜǊ wƻƻƳΤ 5ŜŎ нлмп 

wŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ L ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜŘ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŬǊǎǘ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ƛƴ ŀ ŘŜŎŀŘŜΦ  bƻǘ ǿŀƴǝƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǾȅ 

.ƛōƭŜΣ L ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ bŜǿ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ tǎŀƭƳǎ ŀƴŘ tǊƻǾŜǊōǎΦ  L ŀƭǎƻ ǇŀŎƪŜŘ Ƴȅ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ά¢ƘŜ ¦ǇǇŜǊ 

wƻƻƳέ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǾƛǎƛǘΣ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ƛƴǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ Ƴȅ ŘŜǾƻǝƻƴŀƭ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ŘŀȅΦ 

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǘǊƛǇΣ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ƻƴƭȅ ǎŜǾŜƴ Řŀȅǎ ŀǿŀȅΤ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǊǳǎƘŜŘΦ  L ƴŜǾŜǊ ƳŀŘŜ 

ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ Ƴȅ .ƛōƭŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛǘŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ  .ǳǘ Ƴȅ ƛƴǘŜƴǝƻƴǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƎƻƻŘΗ 

²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǳǇ ƻƴ ǘǿƻ ƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ Řŀƛƭȅ ƳŜŘƛǘŀǝƻƴǎ ŜŀŎƘ ŘŀȅΣ ǇƭǳƴƎƛƴƎ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ 

ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΗ  L ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǊŜ-ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘΦ  L ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŀƛǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΣ ƴƻ ƳŀǧŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ƴŜŀǊ ƻǊ 

ŦŀǊ ǿŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭΣ ƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿŜ ƴŜƎƭŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǝƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΦ  !ƭǿŀȅǎ ǇŀǝŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎΣ DƻŘ ǊŜƧƻƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 

ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΦ 

tǊŀȅŜǊΥ  5ŜŀǊ DƻŘΣ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ  CƻǊƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳΦ  Lƴ 

WŜǎǳǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǿŜ ǇǊŀȅΦ  !ƳŜƴ 

!ƭǘŀǊ CƭƻǿŜǊǎΥ  !ƭǘŜǊ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 

ƻǊ ƛƴ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ 

/ƻǎǘ ǇŜǊ ǾŀǎŜ ƛŦ ƻƴƭȅ м ǾŀǎŜ ƛǎ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŜŜƪ ƛǎ 

ϷмрΦллΦ  /ƻǎǘ ƛŦ н ǾŀǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ƛǎ ϷмнΦрлΦ  aŀƪŜ ŀƭƭ 

ŎƘŜŎƪǎ ǘƻ 5ŀǊƭŜƴŜΩǎ CƭƻǿŜǊǎΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ±ŀƴŜǎǎŀ [ŜƴȊ ŀǘ 

топ-том-фсммΦ  hǊŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ  ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ н ǿŜŜƪǎ 

ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜΦ 



Can you sleep when the wind blows? 
 
Years ago a farmer owned land along the Atlantic seacoast.  He constantly           
advertised for hired hands. Most people were reluctant to work on farms along the 
Atlantic. They dreaded the awful storms that raged across the Atlantic, wreaking   
havoc on the buildings and crops.   
As the farmer interviewed applicants for the job, he received a steady stream of    
refusals.   Finally, a short, thin man, well past middle age, approached the farmer. 
"Are you a good farmhand?" the farmer asked him.  "Well, I can sleep when the wind 
blows," answered the little man. Although puzzled by this answer, the farmer,       

desperate for help, hired him.  
The little man worked well around the farm, busy from dawn to dusk, and the farmer felt satisfied with the man's 
work.  Then one night the wind howled loudly in from offshore. Jumping out of bed, the farmer grabbed a lantern and 
rushed next door to the hired handôs sleeping quarters. He shook the little man and yelled, "Get up!  A storm is      
coming! Tie things down before they blow away!"  The little man rolled over in bed and said firmly, "No sir. I told you, I 
can sleep when the wind blows."   
Enraged by the response, the farmer was tempted to fire him on the spot.  
Instead, he hurried outside to prepare for the storm. To his amazement, he discovered that all of the haystacks had 
been covered with tarpaulins. The cows were in the barn, the chickens were in the coops, and the doors were 
barred.  The shutters were tightly secured. Everything was tied down.  Nothing could blow away.  The farmer then  
understood what his hired hand meant, so he returned to his bed to also sleep while the wind blew. 
 

MORAL: When you're prepared, spiritually, mentally, and physically you have nothing to fear. Can you sleep 
when the wind blows through your life?  The hired hand in the story was able to sleep because he had secured the 
farm against the storm.   We, as believers in Christ, secure ourselves against the storms of life by grounding our-
selves in the Word of God.  We don't need to understand, we just need to hold His hand to have peace in the midst of 
the storms.  I hope you sleep well  

JESUS 

     ¢ƘŜ CŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ hƴŜ 

 

¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ Σ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǎǘ ǿŜ ƘƻƭŘΧ 

¢ƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǿŜ ŎŀǊǊȅΧΦǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ Iƛǎ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎΦ 

 

9ǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ IŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ǘƻ ŦǳƭŬƭƭΦ 

  IŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ŀƭƭ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎǇƻƪŜƴΦ 

  Iƛǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƛǎ ƭƛƳƛǘƭŜǎǎΧΦ 

  Iƛǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜƭŜǎǎΧΦ 

  Iƛǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛǎ ŜƴŘƭŜǎǎΦ 


