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A note from Pastor Brad:
God knows us.
A small-town prosecuting attorney called his first witness to the stand in a trial — a
grandmotherly, elderly woman. He approached her and asked, “Mrs. Jones, do you know me?”
She responded, “Why, yes, I do know you, Mr. Williams. I’ve known you since you were a young boy. And
frankly, you’ve been a big disappointment to me. You lie, you cheat on your wife, you manipulate people and
talk about them behind their backs. You think you’re a rising big shot when you haven’t the brains to realize
you never will amount to anything more than a two-bit paper pusher. Yes, I know you.”
The lawyer was stunned. Not knowing what else to do he pointed across the room and asked, “Mrs.
Williams, do you know the defense attorney?”
She again replied, “Why, yes I do. I’ve known Mr. Bradley since he was a youngster, too. I used to babysit him for his parents. And he, too, has been a real disappointment to me. He’s lazy, bigoted, he has a
drinking problem. The man can’t build a normal relationship with anyone and his law practice is one of the
shoddiest in the entire state. Yes, I know him.”
At this point, the judge rapped the courtroom to silence and called both counselors to the bench. In a very
quiet voice, he said with menace, “If either of you asks her if she knows me, you’ll be jailed for contempt!”
What might others say of you if asked about your life and your faith? “Yes, I know them. He/she has been
a real ______________ to me.” What we think, say and do in life does have an impact on others for better
or worse.
When we claim the name of Jesus we commit to God’s way of living: with compassion and forgiveness,
loving our neighbor, helping the poor, healing the sick, and proclaiming the
good news.
Is that the way you are known to God and to all who know you? It should be.
May God’s goodness and presence fill your life everyday,
Pastor Brad

Willow Church Ministries
Food Pantry: Ethel’s food pantry offers short term assistance for any in need. 1 bag of groceries at a time. The food pantry is
open 24/7. Please call the church for information or to request assistance.
Spiritual Growth and Bible Study: A weekly study fellowship with emphasis on deepening personal spirituality with
practical disciplines. Study group meets Thursdays at 7:00 pm.
Prayer Ministry: Our congregation offers, through prayer and meditation, intercessory prayer for any concern 24 hours a
day. Please call the church office to leave your prayer requests.
AA Ministry: Utilize a 12 step program to help those suffering the effects of alcohol addiction. Meetings are held at the
church Wednesdays at 6:00 pm
Music Ministry: Choir and worship opportunities through music participation. Practice every Wednesday at 7:00 pm.
Children’s Ministry: Christian education during worship service is offered weekly to foster and guide our children in their
faith. Children’s Church is held each Sunday, coordinated by Jennifer Johnson.
God Works Free Community Dinner: God Works is a coalition of people with a common goal of serving food to the homeless and working poor. God Works is non-denominational and currently includes representatives from dozens of churches and
secular groups and continues to welcome new members. Everyone in the God Works group believes that hungry people
deserve to eat. Willow Church serves a free God Works Community Meal the 4th Thursday of each month from 6:00 pm to
6:30p.m.
This newsletter is compiled by Donna Lee Hornyak. A special
thanks to Gail Sobecki and all who submit articles. If you would
like to add to “The Communicator”, please email
dhornyak2@gmail.com.
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Altar Flowers: Altar flowers can be displayed as a
memorial or in honor of someone or something or a
special event. Cost per bouquet: if only 1 bouquet is
purchased for the same week is $15.00. Cost if 2 vases
are purchased is $12.50 each. Make all checks to
Darlene’s Flowers. Orders and payments are required 2
weeks prior to date. Please contact Bridgett Gering.

MANY THANKS TO ALL WHO PARTICIPATED IN
“THE GOD WORKS, COMMUNITY SUPPER.”
God is good, all the time.

Office Hours Wednesdays and Thursdays
1:30—3:30 PM and upon request
Church phone: 734-654-9020
Fax: 734-654-9020

Contact Jennifer Johnson if you would like
to volunteer as a teacher for our Sunday
School program. It’s a great way to
experience this wonderful ministry.

Sunday Service 9:30 AM
Jeanne Lochner: Children’s Ministry Director
Karen Struble Organist and Music Director
FOOD PANTRY

24/7

734-753-4320

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SISTER CHURCH
WHITE PIGEON UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

In White Pigeon, Michigan.

WERE YOU HERE?
When our congregation realized that God has something to say to us, are we listening?
When on New Years day we were reminded that at the start of a New Year we must trust God to guide us?
When so many of the Willow Church congregation reaffirmed their Baptism?
When Pastor Brad told us that baptized Christians take on the MISSION OF
CHRIST?
When Emily Ann Morrison was baptized by Pastor Brad?
When the children of Willow Church hosted coffee hour in January?
When Pastor Brad again set in our minds that “There is no end to God’s Grace?”
When Pastor Brad announced that he will be retiring as of June 30, 2017?
When we heard that the Lord desires GOOD in us and He has set the standard?
When the children of Willow Church sang “We’re on a MISSION?”

JESUS IS THE THREAD THAT HOLDS THE PIECES OF OUR LIFE TOGETHER.
To the Congregation at Willow United Methodist Church,
After much prayer and contemplation, our pastor, Bradford Lewis, has made the decision to step down from the pastoral
ministry of Willow UMC to fully engage in retirement. Pastor Brad’s last day as pastor will be June 30, 2017.
For Pastor Brad, this is both an exciting time looking forward to full time retirement and one that brings him sadness as he
knows his time at Willow UMC is ending.
Pastor Brad has informed our District Superintendent, Rev. Mark Spaw and he has been working with Bishop Bard and the
Cabinet towards a new appointment.
The appointment process is as follows: the Bishop and Cabinet have been prayerfully considering who will serve as the next
pastor at Willow UMC - looking at our church profile and statistics, etc. The District Superintendent will arrange an introductory meeting with the new clergy and the Willow UMC Pastor Parish Relations Committee. The new pastor will be announced to
the congregation and will begin pastoral ministry at Willow UMC on July 1, 2017.
If you have any questions/concerns, please do not hesitate to speak with Pastor Brad or myself (Pastor Parish Relations
Chairperson).
Let us all rejoice that Pastor Brad will continue at Willow Church to see us and our community of faith through these next
months as we celebrate the Holy time of Easter, the celebration of Jesus laying down His life for our sins.
With excitement for what our Lord and Savior plans for Willow Church and prayers for each of you, Pastor Brad and his
family.
Donna Lee Hornyak, Pastor Parish Relations Chairperson

20 Things to Give up for Lent
We celebrate Ash Wednesday the beginning of Lent on March 1st. Many Christians
“give up something” for Lent, but usually it has very little impact on their life and walk
with Christ. The reason is that we usually give stuff up for all the wrong reasons. With
that said, here are 20 things you might consider giving up this Lent. And these are things to give up not just for Lent,
but for the rest of your life.


Guilt—I am loved by Jesus and He has forgiven my sins. Today is a new day and the past is behind.



Fear—God is on my side. In Him I am more than a conqueror. (see Romans 8)



The need to please everyone—I can’t please everyone anyways. There is only one I need to strive to please.



Envy—I am blessed. My value is not found in my possessions, but in my relationship with my Heavenly Father.



Impatience—God’s timing is the perfect timing.



Sense of entitlement—The world does not owe me anything. God does not owe me anything. I live in humility
and grace.



Bitterness and Resentment—The only person I am hurting by holding on to these is myself.



Blame—I am not going to pass the buck. I will take responsibility for my actions.



Gossip and Negativity—I will put the best construction on everything when it comes to other people. I will also
minimize my contact with people who are negative and toxic, bringing other people down.



Comparison—I have my own unique contribution to make and there is no one else like me.



Fear of failure—You don’t succeed without experiencing failure. Just make sure you fail forward.



A spirit of poverty—Believe with God that there is always more than enough and never a lack.



Feelings of unworthiness—You are fearfully and wonderfully made by your creator. (see Psalm 139)



Doubt—Believe God has a plan for you that is beyond anything you could imagine. The future is brighter than
you could ever realize.



Self - Pity—God comforts us in our sorrow so that we can comfort others with the comfort we receive from
God.



Retirement—As long as you are still breathing, you are here for a reason.



Excuses—A wise man once said, if you need an excuse, any excuse will do.



Lack of counsel—Wise decisions are rarely made in a vacuum.



Pride—Blessed are the humble.



Worry—God is in control and worrying will not help.

ASH WEDNESDAY IS MARCH 1st

God has so much more in store for you. But so many of these things above are holding you back from walking in the
full destiny he has laid out for you. Today is a new day.

TODAY’S PLANS
Author Unknown...submitted by Judy Buttignoli
I woke up early today, excited over all I get to do before the clock strikes midnight.
I have responsibilities to fulfill today. I am important. My job is to choose what kind of day I am
going to have.
Today I can complain because the weather is rainy, OR.. I can be thankful that the grass is getting watered for free.
Today I can feel sad that I don’t have more money, OR.. I can be glad that my finances encouraged me to plan my purchases
wisely and guide away from waste.
Today I can grumble about my health , OR..I can rejoice that I am alive.
Today I can lament over all that my parents didn’t give me when I was growing up, OR.. I can feel grateful that they allowed
me to be born.
Today I can cry because roses have thorns, OR.. I can celebrate that thorns have roses.
Today I can mourn my lack of friends, OR.. I can excitedly embark upon a quest to discover new relationships.
Today I can complain because I have to go to school, OR...eagerly open my mind and fill it with new tidbits of knowledge.
Today I can murmur dejectedly because I have to do housework, OR.. I can feel honored because the Lord has provided
shelter for my mind, body and soul.
Today stretches ahead of me, waiting to be shaped. And here I am the sculptor who gets to do the shaping. What today
will be like is up to me, I get to choose what kind of day I will have!

PASTOR PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE … PPRC
The function and responsibilities of the PPRC is to work with the staff and congregation of Willow so
that the mission of the church is realized.
The committee is comprised of members of the congregation that represent or relate to the activities
of the church. If you have any concerns about the staff, activities, services /ministry please contact a
member of the PPRC.
PPRC Members: Donna Lee Hornyak, chairperson, John Haydamacker, Jack Nobles, Tessa Bailey,
Fay Cannon, Julie Struble, Mark Buttignoli, Jeanne Lochner.

POCKET PRAYER SHAWLS
Willow Church continues to have Pocket Prayer Shawls available for those who
need prayer. Please feel free to take one to anyone you feel needs the prayers
of Willow Church.

We’re on FACEBOOK...friend us at
Willow Church!!!
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