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John 20:11, 14-16
Mary came to the tomb 3 days after Jesus had been killed. She found the
stone rolled away. She saw Jesus, but didn’t recognize him at first. It was after
he called her name, that her eyes were opened to her teacher and Lord. Jesus
had risen just as he said he would!
“He is risen!” “He is risen indeed!” These are the words we look forward to saying as we greet one another on Easter Sunday morning. As
Christians, the Easter story is our defining story. It shapes the way we look at
the world and our place in it; our life mission and our ultimate destination. It
determines how we face the suffering that is all around us. When Mary saw Jesus
alive her life was re-defined. This resurrection meant that “neither sin, nor hate,
nor evil, nor even death would have the final word. . . ” rather, “Love, grace,
hope, life – these have the final word.” (The Way, Adam Hamilton, pg 164) Our
lives are re-defined because of Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection.
I know people who live out their re-defined lives daily. Those who suffer
injustice, pain, illness, relational and emotional struggles who are not giving up
hope. Those who believe that God has not afflicted them, but that God is with
them every step of the way and that somehow, God can use even their pain for
God’s glory. With Christ, our redeemer we can know that “in the end, life conquers death and disease does not have the final word.” (TW, A Hamilton, pg.
167) When our defining story is the cross and resurrection of Jesus, it makes all
the difference in the world!
Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! May these words re-define your
life!
God’s peace be with you,
Pastor Marianne

Sermon Titles and Texts for April:
April 6: “Samaria” – John 4:3-10
April 13: Palm Sunday with Easter Cantata and Children’s Program
Meditation: “The Final Week” – Matthew 21:1-11
April 20: Easter Sunday
“The Way of Resurrection” – John 20:1-18
April 27: Jeanne Lochner preaches

Holy Week Schedule:
April 13: Sunday: Palm Sunday
Easter Cantata/Children’s Easter
April 17: Thursday: Maundy Thursday
5:30pm Soup and Bread
7:00pm Worship Service
April 18: Friday: Good Friday
1:00pm Joint Good Friday Service with Carleton UMC at the Carleton
church. Pastors Marianne and Taek Kim will be leading this
service of worship together.
7:00pm Good Friday Service at Willow UMC. Carleton UMC has been
invited. Pastor Marianne and Jeanne Lochner will be
leading this service of worship.
April 20: Sunday: Easter Sunday
8:00am Breakfast
9:30am Worship Celebration/Holy Communion
10:30am Easter Egg Hunt

Upcoming Events: May 3: “Girls Just Want to Have Fun” Women’s Luncheon sponsored by
Willow UMC Women’s Group
May 4: Mark Buttignoli preaching. No Holy Communion
May 11: Mother’s Day. Holy Communion

“Lord,

make me an instrument of your peace; where there is hatred, let me sow LOVE; where there is
injury, PARDON; where there is doubt, FAITH; where there is despair, HOPE; where there is
darkness, LIGHT; and where there is sadness, JOY.”
Francis of Assisi

Ministries of Willow Church
Food Pantry
Ethel's food pantry offers short term assistance for any in need. 1bag of groceries at a time. The food pantry is
open 24/7. Please call the church for information or to request assistance.
Spiritual Growth and Bible Study
A weekly study fellowship with emphasis on deepening personal spirituality with practical disciplines. Study group meets
Thursdays at 7:00. All are welcome.
Prayer Ministry
Our congregation offers through prayer and meditation, intercessory prayer for any concern 24 hours a day. Please call the
church office to leave your prayer requests.
AA Ministry
Utilize a 12 step spiritual program to help those suffering the effects of alcohol addiction. Meetings are held Wednesdays
6:00 pm here at the church.
Music Ministry
Choir and worship opportunities through music participation. Practice is every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.
Children’s Ministry
Christian education during worship service is offered twice a month to foster and guide our children in their faith under the
direction of Jeanne Lochner.
Children’s Church the first and third Sunday of the month is coordinated by Jennifer
Johnson.
Parenting Study Class The Basics of becoming a proactive parent...call the church for details
Ethel’s Food Pantry Ethel's Food Pantry is an outreach of our church and community as we strive to help
those who are in need of food assistance. All food is donated. If you would like to donate at any time, see
Helena, contributions are always needed. Please remember, misc. items are needed all the time.

Scrip Program
Our church benefits from the purchase of Scrip gift
cards. Every time you purchase a card we receive a percentage of the
purchase price. Use the cards not only to give as gifts, but also consider buying them for your own personal use, i.e. dining out, home improvements, gas, personal items. If you would like an updated list of
retailers, please see Martha Molnar.

Thank you for your continued support

This newsletter is compiled by Donna Lee Hornyak. A special
thanks to Gail Sobecki and all who submit articles for our
newsletter. If you would like to add to “The Communicator”
please email : dhornyak2@gmail.com (Donna Lee Hornyak)
Let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. Look
to the Lord and his strength; seek his face always.
- 1Chronicles 16:10 -

Altar Flowers Altar flowers can be displayed as a memorial or in honor of someone or something or a special
event. Cost per bouquet if only 1 bouquet is purchased for the same week is $15.00. Cost if 2 bouquets are purchased for
the same week is $12.50 each. Please remember.. Do not take the vases. They must be returned to the florist.
Make all checks payable to Darlene's Flowers. If interested in donating altar flowers please contact Vanessa
Lenz at 734-731-9611. Please get your flower order and payment to Vanessa 2 weeks ahead of time .

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE
AND SOUP AND BREAD SUPPER
April 17th…(supper 5:30...service 7:00)
Maundy Thursday is observed during Holy Week on the Thursday before Easter. Also referred to as "Holy Thursday"
or "Great Thursday" in some Christian denominations, Maundy Thursday commemorates the Last Supper when Jesus
shared the Passover meal with his disciples on the night before he was crucified. In contrast to joyful Easter celebrations
when Christians worship their resurrected Savior, Maundy Thursday services are typically more solemn occasions, marked by the shadow of Jesus'
betrayal.
While different denominations observe Maundy Thursday in their own distinct ways, two important biblical events are the primary focus of Maundy
Thursday solemnizations:
Before the Passover meal, Jesus washed the feet of his disciples. By performing this lowly act of service, the Bible says in John 13:1 that Jesus "showed
them the full extent of his love." By his example, Jesus demonstrated how Christians are to love one another through humble service.
During the Passover meal, Jesus took bread and wine and asked his Father to bless it. He broke the bread into pieces, giving it to his disciples and said,
"This is my body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." Then he took the cup of wine, shared it with his disciples and said, "This wine is the
token of God's new covenant to save you--an agreement sealed with the blood I will pour out for you." These events recorded in Luke 22:19-20
describe the Last Supper and form the biblical basis for the practice of Communion. For this reason, many churches hold special Communion services as
a part of their Maundy Thursday celebrations. Likewise, many congregations observe a traditional Passover Seder meal.
WILLOW CHURCH WILL BE HOSTING AN “EMPTY BOWLS” SOUP AND BREAD SUPPER BEFORE THE MAUNDY
THURSDAY SERVICE. SUPPER WILL BE SERVED BEGINNING AT 5:30 FOLLOWED BY THE MAUNDY THURSDAY
SERVICE AT 7:00 PM. PLEASE JOIN US….donations accepted but not necessary. Bowls will be furnished for those who do
not or cannot bring their own bowls.

ALL CHURCH BREAKFAST
.. EASTER SUNDAY
Please join us for breakfast on
Easter Sunday.

What Does "Maundy" Mean?
Derived from the Latin word mandatum, meaning
"commandment," Maundy refers to the commands Jesus gave his
disciples at the Last Supper: to love with humility by serving one
another and to remember his sacrifice.

8:00 AM...Church Fellowship Hall

Were You Here?
When we heard that Jesus said:” Love rather that retaliate.”
When we saw the “Free Style” slide show?
When Pastor Doug McMunn reminded us that “Jesus the Healer is Jesus the Savior.”
When Pastor Marianne told us that “There is power in God’s sunlight.”
When we were told to “Remember who you are in Christ”.. ”Lord, as I enter the water to bathe, I remember my baptism.
Wash me by your grace. Fill me with your Spirit. Renew my soul. I pray that I might live as your child today and honor you
in all that I do.”
When we were reminded that if we “DO GOD’S WILL NOW—WE CAN CHANGE THE WORLD!”

What is the Board of Trustees?
Each month the newsletter will include a description of each of our church committees, their responsibilities
and the names of the committee members serving on that committee so that you may contact them. This month we
will look at the Board of Trustees.
A trustees is a Christian steward of the property God has entrusted to the congregation. In a nutshell, the
trustees supervise and maintain the property of the congregation to ensure that disciple-making ministries of the
congregation are effective and that local legal requirements related to the property are satisfied. If you would like more
detailed information, please contact Pastor Marianne.
The Board of Trustees is composed of not fewer than three nor more than nine persons. Trustees shall be of legal
age as defined by law, and 2/3 shall be professing members of the United Methodist Church. No pastor is a voting member unless elected as a member. Legal requirements for trustees of property are outlined in the United Methodist Book
of Discipline 2008, ¶2524 through 2550. They meet on an as needed basis and bring reports to the Administrative
Board each month for approval.
The Willow UMC Board of Trustees is as follows: John Tarr, chairperson; R.P. Lilly, treasurer; John Haydamacker,
Jim Farr, Mary Krzeminiski, Mark Buttignoli, Jim Buck, members. This group of folks do much more than meets the eye
and we wish to thank you for your dedicated service to our congregation and to the Lord. We could not function without
your important ministry.

Did you know?
Generation Transformation Is Available for Youth and Young Adults?
New ways for ages 18-30 to serve in long-term mission, summer mission, and flexible mission service. Is God calling you to help change the world through mission service? See new mission opportunities at www.umcmission.org/
gjv
That MIConnect Is Available?
The Detroit Conference of The United Methodist Church offers a free weekly electronic newspaper. It replaced a
former publication, the DAC Connection. To subscribe, navigate
to www.detroitconference.org/pages/detail/2056.
That UMCmarket.org Is a New Way to Contribute to Willow UMC?
Free Website: If you shop online, please visit www.umcmarket.org. From this site, you can
visit retailers, from Amazon.com to Zindlers.com. Shoppers can designate our own local
church, which will receive a financial reward (a percentage of the sale).

Daily Devotional Available
Did you know that Willow UMC offers free daily devotional materials each month? They
are called “The Upper Room” and you may take one home for your use. The Upper Rooms
are located in the back of the sanctuary – large print is available. Speak with Pastor Marianne if you have any questions.

Outdoor Movie Night Sponsorships
It won’t be long until the snow will be gone and the Outdoor Movies at Willow UMC will begin! This
is a wonderful social time for our congregation, but it is even a more wonderful opportunity to offer Christian
hospitality to our community. Free Movie, Snacks – popcorn, beverages, hotdogs are offered thanks to our
“sponsors.” If you would like to contribute to this community outreach won’t you consider making a donation
to sponsor one of our movie nights? The cost for each movie is $150.00. ($75.00 for an indoor movie) Last
year we were blessed to have several families sponsor each event – 2 of our sponsors were not even members of the church,
but wanted to help make it happen. This year, movies will be shown on May 16, July 18, and August 15.
Any questions? Please speak with John Tarr or Pastor Marianne.

Prayer Chain
If you are part of the prayer chain ministry, we have an updated calling list. They are available at the
church office. If you would like to join the prayer chain ministry, or if you have a need that you would like intercessory prayer for, please let Pastor Marianne know. Prayer does change us, strengthen us and give us hope.
Prayer changes lives.

WE WANT YOUR SMILEY FACE!
Pictorial Directory photos will be taken on Thursday, April 10 and on Tuesday, April 15. An All
Church Photo will be taken on Palm Sunday right after Worship. If you are unavailable for the April 10
and April 15 dates, please let Martha Molnar know. In such a circumstance, you are invited to submit a
photo. If it is a professionally taken photo, a release form will be required. Martha has these forms
available. You may contact Martha at 734-778-0524 or leave a message at the church office.
Sign up will be held each Sunday after Worship or you may call the church office to make an appointment.

Attention: ALL WOMEN OF WILLOW CHURCH
SAVE THE DATE!!!
It’s that Time Again!!
Get ready for “Girls Just Want to Have Fun Part 2”
Join us Saturday, May 3rd, 2014 11:00 AM
All Women, Mothers, Daughters, Female Friends…

Tickets will be on sale in April
Adults $8.00 Children under 12 $5.00

FUN AT CHILDREN’S CHURCH

Faith interview:
NEW STORY BOARD BLESSING

Connie Hall -Burke

Willow United Methodist Church
March Administration Board Meeting
March 16, 2014
Meeting opened at 11:00 a.m. with prayer by Mark Buttignoli.
ATTENDANCE:

Janet Holland, Jim & Kathy Farr, Jim and Katherine Buck, Donna Lee Hornyak, Martha Molnar,
Mark Buttignoli, Sheryl Karls, Amy Harrison, John Haydamacker, Dave & Jeanne Lochner, Tina
Szalek, Debbie Carter, & John Tarr.

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD:

The February minutes were read. Debbie motioned to accept the February minutes. Jim Farr supported. Motion carried.

PASTORS REPORT:

N/A.

TRUSTEES:

John Tarr reported that the zoning board meeting with Huron Township voted unanimously in our
favor regarding our electronic sign and the ordinances. The parking lot will be resealed this summer.

FINANCIAL:

The February 2014 Financial Report as reviewed. Jim Farr motioned to accept the report. Jeanne
supported. Motion carried. The budget is slightly ahead but major bills will be coming up.

WOMEN’S GROUP:

The women’s group had Huron Township EM personnel present information on a defiberator. The
group would like to purchase a defiberator to have at the church in case of emergencies. Donna Lee
motioned for the administrative board’s approval for the women’s group to purchase the defiberator
for $1,300. Mark supported. Motion carried.
The Trustees met quickly. Jim Buck motioned that the Women’s Group be allowed to purchase the
deliberator. Jim Farr supported. Motion carried.

OTHER:

Church Usage: Raeann .. fellowship hall June 7 2-5pm.Martha: fellowship hall after church March 30
for a baptismal reception. Jeanne and David: church Saturday, October 18 6:30 p.m.to renew their
vows. Donna Lee: Fellowship Hall Saturday August 2 from 9am-3pm.
Donna Lee and Janet are going to a lay speaker class with the UMC district. Mark motioned to
endorse them. Jeanne supported. Motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT:

Kathy motioned to adjourn. Jim Farr supported. Meeting adjourned at 11:25 a.m.
Recording Secretary – Janet Holland

April 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2

3

AA 6:30

Bible Study 7:00
Wanda Young’s

Choir Rehearsal
7:00

6

7

Holy Communion
Women’s Mtg.

8

9

10

Chicken Supper
Prep: 8:30 am

Chicken Supper
4:30 Carry Out

Rotary 6:30

5:00 Seating

Church
Directory
Pictures

14

PALM SUNDAY
Easter Cantata
Children’s Easter
Program
All Church Picture

20

15

16

17

Church
Directory
Pictures

AA 6:30
Choir Rehearsal
7:00

MAUNDY
THURSDAY
SOUP AND
BREAD
SUPPER

Tamara Gains

5:30 Supper

23

7:00 Service
24

Robert &
Vanessa Lenz

21

22

Pastor Marianne Rotary 6:30
on 2 week
9:30 Worship with Holy
Vacation
Communion
8:00 AM
All Church Breakfast
10:30 Easter Egg Hunt
27
No Parent Study

Fri

Calvin
Haydamacker
28

AA 6:30
Choir Rehearsal
7:00

Sat

4

5

11

12
Lay
Servant
Ministry
Class.
Adrian First
UMC

Bible Study 7:00
Wanda Young’s

Richard Maxwell

13

Thu

18 GOOD
FRIDAY
1:00 PM
Service at
Carleton
UMC

19

7:00 Service
Willow UMC
25

26

2

3

Bible Study 7:00
Wanda Young’s

Laura
Haydamacker
29

30

1

Rotary 6:30

AA 6:30

Bible Study 7:00
Wanda Young’s

Choir Rehearsal
7:00
Lilly & Haley Johnson
Edna Moore

