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“Your insides are beautiful!” That is the comment I received yesterday during an abdominal ultrasound. I was

relieved to hear those words from the technician.
That comment made me think about God being the “ultra – ultra sound tech” – the one who sees the
inside of my heart, my soul. What would God say about my insides?
One way to help us find out is through a practice that ancient Christians called “examine” or “examination of conscience.” In the early days of the Church, the examine was a time for confession – a process of examining one’s daily behavior
against the criteria of the Ten Commandments.
Dennis Hamm proposes 5 practices that can help a person examine his/her day, in prayer:
1. Pray for light. Ask God to give you illumination to help you see clearly – through the confusion of the day.
2. Review the day in thanksgiving. Walk through your day, hour by hour, thanking God for each task and each
person you encounter.
3. Review the feelings that surface as you replay your day. Both positive and negative feelings are signals to you
about your own spiritual state.
4. Take one of the feelings that surfaces and use it as a guide for your prayers.
5. Finally, look toward tomorrow. What feelings do you have about the tasks and appointments that lie ahead?
Whatever you are feeling, ask for God’s help.
Any one of the 5 prayer practices above will enhance your prayer life – all five can revolutionize it.
May God guide us in our spiritual growth and may we hear the Holy Spirit encouraging us with the words, “Your
insides are beautiful!” and may we hunger and thirst to make it so.
My love to you, Pastor Marianne

Sermon Titles and Scripture Texts for May:
May 5: “The Meal”

I Corinthians 11:23-26

May 12: “Mother’s Day Card From God”

Proverbs 31:10

May 19: “Message With Song”
Congregation will have opportunity to pick the hymns we sing
May 26: Spiritual Growth Series: “Are You Devout?”
June 2: Spiritual Growth Series:

Matthew 22:37

“Keeping Constant Company With Christ”

Psalm 139:1-8

New Member Class
If you would like to become a member of Willow UMC, please let Pastor
Marianne know. New Member Classes will meet after church on the Sundays
of May 5 and June 2. We will receive new members on Sunday, June 9, 2013.

Ministries of Willow Church
Food Pantry
Ethel's food pantry offers short term assistance for any in need. 1 bag of groceries at a time.
pantry is open 24/7. Please call the church for information or to request assistance.

The food

Spiritual Growth and Bible Study
A weekly study fellowship with emphasis on deepening personal spirituality with practical disciplines. Study group
meets Thursdays at 7:00. All are welcome.
Prayer Ministry
Our congregation offers through prayer and meditation, intercessory prayer for any concern 24 hours a day. Please call
the church office to leave your prayer requests.
AA Ministry
Utilize a 12 step spiritual program to help those suffering the effects of alcohol addiction. Meetings are held
Wednesdays 6:00 pm here at the church.
Music Ministry
Choir and worship opportunities through music participation. Practice is every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.
Children’s Ministry
Christian education during worship service is offered twice a month to foster and guide our children in their faith under
the direction of Jeanne Lochner. Children’s Church the first Sunday of the month coordinated by Jennifer Johnson.
Parenting Study Class The Basics of becoming a proactive parent...call the church for details

Altar Flowers Altar flowers can be displayed as a memorial or in honor of someone or something or a special
event. Cost per bouquet if only 1 bouquet is purchased for the same week is $15.00. Cost if 2 bouquets are purchased
for the same week is $12.50 each. Please remember.. Do not take the vases. They must be returned to the
florist. Make all checks payable to Darlene's Flowers. If interested in donating altar flowers please
contact Vanessa Lenz at 734-731-9611. Please get your flower order and payment to Vanessa 2
weeks ahead of time or your order may be canceled. If you have an altar vase, please return it to
the church.
Ethel’s Food Pantry Ethel's Food Pantry is an outreach of our church and community as we strive to help
those who are in need of food assistance. All food is donated. If you would like to donate at any time, see
Helena, contributions are always needed. ...please remember, misc. items are needed all the time. This
month’s items:

JAMS AND JELLY

Scrip Program
Our church benefits from the purchase of Scrip gift cards.
Every time you purchase a card we receive a percentage of the purchase price. Use the cards not only to give as gifts, but also consider
buying them for your own personal use, i.e. dining out, home improvements, gas, personal items. If you would like an updated list
of retailers, please see Martha Molnar.
Thank you for your continued support

This newsletter is compiled by Donna Lee Hornyak. A special
thanks to Gail Sobecki and all who submit articles for our newsletter.
If you would like to add to “The Communicator” please email :
dhornyak2@gmail.com (Donna Lee Hornyak)
CALL ON HIM
The Lord is close to all who call on him, yes, to all who call on him
sincerely.
PSALM 145:18

The Detroit Annual Conference will be meeting May 16 – 19 at Adrian College campus in
Adrian, Michigan. Pastor Marianne and Jeanne Lochner (Lay Member to Annual Conference) will be attending this meeting. Please keep them in your prayers. This meeting
includes Worship as well as hearing reports of the Conference churches, recognizing the
ministry and mission of the local and global UMC, voting on proposals brought forward in
sessions, electing Conference officers, celebrating clergy retirements, remembering the clergy
and laity that have died in the past year, ordaining new clergy and making the call to ministry
to all in attendance. Pastor Marianne will check messages in between sessions, so you will be
able to contact her during this time.
Graduation
Sunday is June
9th

Willow United Methodist Church
36925 Willow Road
New Boston, MI 48164
Marianne McMunn, Pastor

Please let Pastor Marianne
know of any graduations
for the year 2013 so that we
can recognize and bless the
hard working students that
we know and love.

Email address: mariannemcmunn@sbcglobal.net
Pastor’s Schedule: Monday—day off Tuesdays and Thursdays at church Wednesday—home office and choir rehearsal at Willow Church Friday—Study Day Saturday—
Home office

734-654-9020
Sunday Service 9:30 AM
Jeanne Lochner: Children’s Ministry
Karen Struble: Organist and Choir Director
FOOD PANTRY 24/7

734-753-4320

Pastor Marianne has a new address:
350 Cabot, Milford, MI

Parenting Study – New 4 Week Study to Begin!
Willow UMC is offering a free parenting study for parents of children of all ages. The study, facilitated by
Pastor Marianne, utilizes a parenting series by Jim Williams who is a national parenting advocate and speaker and
the director of Parent Education and Asset Development for STARS, a school based program helping students make
healthy lifestyle choices.
“Discipline With Children and Teens "will be the focus of the next 4 week study. The goal of this particular series is to help parents develop reasonable boundaries, limits, consequences for their children at each
stage of childhood and teen development. The author focuses on empowering children to be responsible, accountable and dependable by the time they leave the parental home.
This class will meet on Sundays after Worship on May 26, June 9, 23 and July 7 from 11:00am to
12:00pm in the home of Tyler and Jennifer Johnson, who live about 2 minutes from the Willow UMC at 25305
Bernadine Rd, New Boston. Jeanne Lochner, Children’s Ministry Director, provides a Children’s teaching time at
the Johnson’s home during the study.
The format includes a 15 minutes DVD teaching by the author, Jim Williams, and group discussion. If you
have any questions about the class or location, please contact Pastor Marianne, parenting study facilitator (248875-3783), Jennifer Johnson, co-coordinator (734-625-5750). If you have questions regarding children’s time,
please contact Jeanne Lochner, Children’s Ministry Director (734-243-3163).

The Food Pantry is in need of Jams and Jelly’s...please consider
providing those who need with help. Bring your contributions to
church.
Willow United Methodist Church
April Administration Board Meeting
April 21, 2013
Meeting opened at 11:04 a.m. with prayer by Mark Buttignoli.
ATTENDANCE:

Janet Holland, Pastor Marianne, R.P. & Helena Lilly, John Tarr, Jim and Katherine Buck, Jim and
Kathy Farr, Donna Lee Hornyak, Amy Harrison, Martha Molnar, Tina Szalek, Jeanne Lochner,
Linda Kemp, Mark Buttignoli, Karen Wilson, and Debbie Carter.

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD:

March Minutes were read. Mark motioned to accept the minutes as read. Martha supported. Motion
Carried.

PASTORS REPORT:

Movie nights will continue thanks to the Tarr family. The schedule is as follows: May 17, July 19,
August 16, and September 20.
Member Classes will be held May 5 and June 2. June 9 we will receive the new members. Annual
Conference is May 16-19 in Adrian. The last Bible Study will be May 30 and will resume in the
fall. There will be no Administrative Board next month.

TRUSTEES:

Maintenance on the lawn mower has been completed. A schedule for the lawn mowing is out and
volunteers have been lined up. After some discussion on whether to sell the extra pews that are in
the garage, Donna Lee motioned to sell them giving Karen Wilson permission to put them on
Craig’s list and to her discretion sell them for a fair price (that was discussed). Amy supported.
Motion carried.

CHILDREN:

VBS will be June 23-28 the theme is “Kingdom Rocks”. July 20 will be the annual church picnic
with a bounce house and water slide.

FINANCIAL:

The March Financial Report was reviewed. R.P. motioned to accept the report. Debbie supported.
Motion carried. The budget is now on track year to date. Kathy Farr motioned to transfer (pay
back) $10,000 from the general checking to the trustees account. Jim Farr supported. Motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT:

Jim Farr motioned to adjourn. John supported. Meeting adjourned at 12:00 p. m.

Financial Report:
Total received for the month of March - $8,895.50
Total expenses for the month of March - $5,852.74

Church Bulletin
Announcements
If you have announcements
that you would like to share in
the bulletin on a Sunday
morning, please get them to
Pastor
Marianne by the
Wednesday before you would
like it printed in the bulletin.

May 12 is Mother’s Day!
Children will be leading the Worship Celebration in honor of this special day.
We will be blessed by children’s special music, readings, prayers, and some surprises. (And, John Haydamacker will be serving as our liturgist/host)

Happy Mother’s Day to all mothers and woman
who have loved us like mothers.

Were you here???
When David Lochner gave a faith interview?
When Mark Buttignoli asked us to have confidence in Jesus...as there is faith, there is hope and as we have hope there is confidence.
When our church in unison proclaimed: “HE IS RISEN!”.
When Jeanne Lochner reminded us that “God loves us UNCONDITIONALLY!”
When Pastor Marianne urged us to continue to pray about how “we can use our blessings” in the Lord’s service?
When Tom Gorton of Milford UMC honored Willow Church with a hand bell solo?
When volunteers sorted and cleaned and purged what was found in the church garage?
When Pastor Marianne returned, refreshed and rested from vacation?

Congratulations on the new addition to the church family!
The children’s ministry team has just added another Children’s Church
time to the monthly calendar. Now, children will be invited to attend
Children’s Church 2 times a month!
For the month of May, Jennifer Johnson will lead Children’s Church
during the Worship hour on May 5. Jeanne Lochner will lead Children’s
Church on May26. We are excited for the growth of this ministry – Willow UMC loves
kids!

Because of the black and white printing of the newsletter the answers to last months
challenge did not show well...here are the answers in bold.
ANSWERS TO: finding 16 of the books of the bible.
I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible. It was a lulu – kept people looking so hard for the facts, and
for others it was a revelation.
Some were in a jam, especially since the names of the books were not capitalized.
But the truth finally struck home to numbers of readers. To others it was a real job.
We want it to be a most fascinating moment for you. Yes, there will be some easy ones to spot, other may require judges
to help them. I quickly admit it usually takes a minister to find one of them and there will be loud lamentations when
they are found.
A little lady says she brews a cup of tea so she can concentrate better. See how well you can compete.
Relax now for there really are sixteen names of the book of the Bible in this story.
(From A New Heart magazine)

KINGDOM ROCK
WILLOW CHURCH VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
JUNE 23rd through 28th
Enter the epic adventure that empowers kids to stand strong.
Here, God’s victorious power isn’t a fairy tale—it changes kids
forever
At Kingdom Rock VBS, kids experience God’s Word in fun and
unforgettable ways! Each day, leaders reinforce one simple Bible truth–which
makes it super easy for kids to remember and apply to real life!
Willow Church extends an invitation to ALL CHILDREN...
Willow United Methodist Church Invites You To
WILLIE WONKA AND THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY
Outdoor Family Movie Night
Willow United Methodist Church is hosting “Family Friendly” outdoor movie viewing. Free
popcorn, hot dogs and soda pop will also be available.
Where: Willow United Methodist Church
36925 Willow Road
New Boston, Mi.
734-654-9020

GOLDEN
TICKET

When: Friday: MAY 17th
Time:

Cost:

8:00 Gathering
Movie Begins at Dusk

No Charge

So bring your lawn chair or a blanket, your family and friends
and join us for Outdoor Movie Night

IS YOUR HUT BURNING?
Submitted by Wanda Young
The only survivor of a shipwreck was washed up on a small, uninhabited island. He prayed
feverishly for God to rescue him and everyday he scanned the horizon for help, but none
seemed forthcoming. Exhausted, he eventually managed to build a little hut out of driftwood
to protect him from the elements and to store his few possessions. But then one day, after
scavenging for food, he arrived home to find his little hut in flames, the smoke rolling up to the sky. The
worst had happened; everything was lost! He was stunned with grief and anger.
“God, how could you do this to me!” he cried.
Early the next day, however, he was awakened by the sound of a ship that was approaching the island. It had come
to rescue him.
“How did you know I was here?” asked the weary man of his rescuers.
“We saw your smoke signal” they replied
It is easy to get discouraged when things are going bad. But we shouldn’t lose heart because God is at work in
our lives, even in the midst of pain and suffering. Remember the next time your little hut is burning to the
ground—it just may be a smoke signal that summons the grace of God.

Outdoor Movie Night Sponsorship
Submitted by Donna Lee Hornyak
So many of us look for ways to help our church...opportunities arise through God’s guidance and
His love so often shows us the way. I try listen to the to the “hustle and bustle” of our church life, to the voices of
our
congregation, our pastor, our gatherings and meetings and try to step forward to help with our church
needs when I’m able.
Last summer, at a Sunday dinner my family and I were expressing our thanks for the prayers that come our way in
the support of my daughter Michele’s cancer treatment and asked ourselves how we could express our thanks to
Willow Church. In the course of conversation, the outdoor movie nights with the opportunity to sponsor a Friday
night summer movie came up. We decided this was an excellent way to say thank you to our church and
community. With the cost of the movie permit being $150.00 .. per movie, we decided to share the cost—to spread
among the members of our family.
I would like to encourage Willow Church families to explore this opportunity to sponsor a Friday night
movie as well. If you are unable to donate for the full cost of the permit, perhaps a donation to help defer the cost
could be made. Wouldn’t it be great if all 4 summer movies had sponsors!!! What a tribute to Willow Church….to
the Community...to OUR LORD!
Think about it….if interested...please speak to Pastor Marianne.
In Thanks for Prayers
Donna Lee Hornyak and the Polce Family
Sponsors for the JULY MOVIE NIGHT

May 2013
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

2

AA 6:00

National Day
of Prayer

Choir
Rehearsal
7:00
Sheryl Karls
5 Holy
Communion
Children’s
Church

6

7

Chicken
Betty Holland Supper Prep
8:30

Women's
Meeting

Thu

8

3

Bible Study
7:00
9
Bible Study
7:00

10

Nikki Farr

18

14

15

16

17

Mother’s Day

Rotary 6:30

AA 6:00

Children lead
Worship

Choir
Rehearsal
Miles &
Lauren Tilley 7:00

Detroit
Annual
Conference

“Willie
Wonka”
outdoor
movie night.

13

Paul & Jamie
Dunn
19
20
All Church
Breakfast
Last one of
the season

21

22

Rotary 6:30

AA 6:00

Kristine
McDaniel

30

28

29

Children’s
Church

Memorial
Day

Rotary 6:30

AA 6:00

Don Hogan

Choir
Rehearsal
7:00
Jeanne
Lochner

At dusk
24

25

R.P. & Helena Jim & Katherine
Lilly
Buck
Bible Study
7:00

27

Richard &
Loretta
Maxwell

23

Choir
Rehearsal
7:00

26

Parenting
Study

Bible Study
7:00

Katie Barnett
11

David
Lochner

Rotary 6:30

12

4 11:00

Lay Servant
Ministry Class

Katherine
Buck

New
Members
Class

Sat
Mother/
Daughter
Luncheon

Jim & Kathy
Farr

Prep 8:30
Chicken
Supper 5:00

Fri

Olivia Tilley

31
Ed Morrison

Last
Bible Study of
the season
7:00

1

