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Jesus says in John 10:9,10 “I am the gate. Whoever enters through me
will be saved. They will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief
enters only to steal, kill, and destroy. I came so that they could have life –
indeed, so that they could live life to the fullest.” (CEB)
Just this week I learned a new acronym that is used in social
media, like Twitter – “YOLO.” It means, “You Only Live Once.” If you are
on Facebook, chances are you have seen it in a hashtag describing crazy
activities. I would say that YOLO is not so much an encouragement
toward meaningful living as it is justifying reckless behaviors.
Sometimes we humans will go to strange lengths in our search for
significance. Jesus says, “The thief enters only to steal, kill, and destroy. I
came so that they could have life – indeed, so that they could live life to
the fullest.” (vs. 10). A homiletics author writes, “With these words, two
profound things are made clear to us. First, Jesus affirms our desire for a
well-lived life. One of the goals of his ministry is to make sure that we
experience a full life as God intended it. This is good news. Second, he
tells us that, although others will come making similar claims, only He -Jesus -- can truly deliver.”
We may try some crazy things in order to find fulfillment in life, but only
Jesus gives the full life. If we are serious about coming to the end of our
days knowing that by the grace of God we lived each day to the fullest, let
us make the serious effort to seek God and to grow in our faith as
disciples of Jesus Christ and make to our actions count for God’s glory.
GWG – (Go With God)
Pastor Marianne

www.willowchurch.org
Sermon Titles and Texts for May
May 4: “On the Road” Mark Buttignoli preaching
Luke 24:13-15
May 11: “Beneath God’s Wings”
Psalm 91:1-6
May 18: Jeanne Lochner preaching
May 25: “Lessons Learned from a Ketchup Bottle”
I Peter 3:13-22

Ministries of Willow Church
Food Pantry
Ethel's food pantry offers short term assistance for any in need. 1bag of groceries at a time. The food
pantry is open 24/7. Please call the church for information or to request assistance.
Spiritual Growth and Bible Study
A weekly study fellowship with emphasis on deepening personal spirituality with practical disciplines. Study group
meets Thursdays at 7:00. All are welcome.
Prayer Ministry
Our congregation offers through prayer and meditation, intercessory prayer for any concern 24 hours a day. Please
call the church office to leave your prayer requests.
AA Ministry
Utilize a 12 step spiritual program to help those suffering the effects of alcohol addiction. Meetings are held
Wednesdays 6:00 pm here at the church.
Music Ministry
Choir and worship opportunities through music participation. Practice is every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.
Children’s Ministry
Christian education during worship service is offered twice a month to foster and guide our children in their faith under
the direction of Jeanne Lochner. Children’s Church the first and third Sunday of the month is coordinated by
Jennifer Johnson.
Parenting Study Class The Basics of becoming a proactive parent...call the church for details
Ethel’s Food Pantry Ethel's Food Pantry is an outreach of our church and community as we strive to help
those who are in need of food assistance. All food is donated. If you would like to donate at any time, see
Helena, contributions are always needed. Please remember, misc. items are needed all the time.

Scrip Program
Our church benefits from the purchase of
Scrip gift cards. Every time you purchase a card we
receive a percentage of the purchase price. Use the
cards not only to give as gifts, but also consider buying
them for your own personal use, i.e. dining out, home
improvements, gas, personal items. If you would like
an updated list of retailers, please see Martha Molnar.

This newsletter is compiled by Donna Lee Hornyak. A special
thanks to Gail Sobecki and all who submit articles for our
newsletter. If you would like to add to “The Communicator”
please email : dhornyak2@gmail.com (Donna Lee Hornyak)
Paul wrote: “Forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press onward the
goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ
Jesus.”
Philippians 3:13-14

Altar Flowers Altar flowers can be displayed as a memorial or in honor of someone or something or a special
event. Cost per bouquet if only 1 bouquet is purchased for the same week is $15.00. Cost if 2 bouquets are purchased for the same week is $12.50 each. Please remember.. Do not take the vases. They must be returned to
the florist. Make all checks payable to Darlene's Flowers. If interested in donating altar flowers please contact Vanessa Lenz at 734-731-9611. Please get your flower order and payment to Vanessa 2 weeks ahead of
time .

Were you here???
When we learned that “Loving is Serving.”
When we were asked to “Praise the Lamb of God not only during Easter week but always.”
When we knew “Our Defining Story” was The Cross and the Resurrection….”UP FROM THE GRAVE HE AROSE!”
When we wondered when we will learn to love as Jesus loves?
When Emmalynn June Marie Green was Baptized?
When Charlie Daroci transferred his membership to Willow Church?
When Pastor Marianne told us that “In the storms of our lives we are
not alone—”The Lord is with us.”
When Jeanne Lochner gave us a sermon on “ Doubting Thomas.”

Inspiration & Resources
The new UMC.org is here!
The people of The United Methodist Church have a new digital home—UMC.org.
The new UMC.org will provide up to date news from around the world, including
exclusive stories, thought provoking commentaries and award winning photos
along with resources and a stronger focus on improving spiritual lives.
Check it out on the web: UMC.org

Radio UMC
The mission of Radio UMC is to effectively communicate the message of the Gospel and inspire those who don’t know or fully understand it through 24/7 live
Christian music and specialty programs over the internet. You’re invited to listen
to Radio Umc from your computer, iPhone, iPod, Android or smartphone. You
can easily access the site at www.radioumc.com via computer or mobile phone.

Jesus
Read at least the first two lines....Never thought of it!
Jesus died over 2000 years ago.
Nobody has ever referred to HIM as the late Jesus,
Not even the heathens.
Nowhere in history.
Nowhere has HE ever been referred to in the past tense
HE 'is' the Living God in all of us!

My Jesus I Love
Thee
My Jesus, I Love Thee, I
know thou are mine. For
thee all the follies of sins I
resign. My gracious
Redeemer, my savior art
Thou. If ever I loved Thee,
my Jesus tis now.

I love Thee because Thou
hast first loved me and
purchased my pardon on
Calvary’s tree. I love Thee
for wearing the thorns on
Thy brow. If ever I loved
thee, my Jesus tis now.

What is the Finance Committee?
Each month the newsletter will include a description of each of our church committees, their responsibilities and
the names of the committee members serving on that committee so that you may contact them. This month we will
look at the Finance Committee.
Per the UMC Discipline - ¶ 259.4

4. There shall be a committee on finance, elected annually by the charge conference upon recommendation by the committee o
ership or from the floor. . .

All financial asking's to be included in the annual budget of the local church shall be submitted to the committee on finance. The
tee on finance shall compile annually a complete budget for the local church and submit it to the church council for review and a
The committee shall carry out the church council's directions in guiding the treasurer(s) and financial secretary. . .

c) The committee shall make provision for an annual audit of the records of the financial officers of the local church and all its or
tions and shall report to the charge conference. . .
If you would like more information, please contact Pastor Marianne.

The Willow UMC Finance Committee is as follows: Jim Buck, chairperson, Gail Sobecki, Laura Haydamacker, Ty
son, Mark Buttignoli, Jeanne Lochner.
We are so grateful for the great service you provide for our church. Thank you, committee!

LAY SERVANT MINISTRIES
In 2012 the General Conference of The United Methodist Church approved legislation
to change the name of Lay Speaking Ministries to Lay Servant Ministries. The term servant
was chosen because it best describes what Jesus told his disciples in John 13 after he himself had performed the duties of the lowliest servant. We are also called to live out our discipleship as
servants in leadership!
A Lay Servant is…
-A professing member of a local church or charge who is ready
and desirous to serve the church
-Eager to serve the church, the community, and the world
-Well-informed on and committed to the scriptures and the doctrine, heritage, organization, and life of
The United Methodist Church
-Trained in witnessing to the Christian faith through spoken
communication, church and community leadership, and caregiving ministries
- Active in the support of the local church or charge
Lay Servants are to serve the local church or charge (or beyond the local church or charge) in any
way in which their witness or leadership and service inspires the laity to deeper commitment to Christ
and more effective discipleship, including the interpretation of scriptures, doctrine, organization, and
ministries of the church.
Could God be calling you?
The Willow UMC is so blessed to have 4 Lay Servants within our congregation. Mark Buttignoli
and Jeanne Lochner are serving as Certified Lay Servants. They have taken classes at least every 3
years to maintain their status. We welcome 2 new Lay Servants for 2014, Jan Holland and Donna
Lee Hornyak. You are invited to speak with any one of these servants about their experience. More
Lay Servant classes will be offered in the future. Keep your eyes alert for the announcements in the
Fall.

Daily Devotional Available
Did you know that Willow UMC offers free daily devotional materials each month? They are
called “The Upper Room” and you may take one home for your use. The Upper Rooms are
located in the back of the sanctuary – large print is available. Speak with Pastor Marianne if
you

Detroit Annual Conference - May 15 – 18

Pastor Marianne and Jeanne Lochner will be attending this annual meeting at Adrian College.
The days will be filled with worship opportunities; reports from the Conference’s committees,
churches, boards and agencies; church legislative discussions and decisions; nationally known
speakers; Cokesbury bookstore; clergy and lay sessions and gatherings. Our Bishop, Deb Kiesey will
preside at our Annual Conference. Please keep Pastor Marianne and Jeanne and this special time of
meeting in your prayers.

Friday, May 16 Willow UMC will be hosting our first movie of the season. Free movie,
free snacks, free beverages. Movie begins at 8:00pm

Invite your friends, neighbors to this fun family event!

Outdoor Movie Night
Sponsorships
This is a wonderful social time for our
congregation, but it is even a more wonderful
opportunity to offer Christian hospitality to our
community.
Free Movie, Snacks – popcorn, beverages,
hotdogs are offered. If you would like to
contribute to this community outreach won’t you
consider making a donation to sponsor one of our
movie nights? Last year several community and
church families sponsored our movies.
The cost is $174.00. (full or partial sponsors
are encouraged ) Please speak with John Tarr
or Pastor Marianne for more information.

May 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

Fri
2

Bible Study
Jim and
7:00 Wanda
Kathy Farr
Young’s home
Sheryl Karls
4

5

Mark Buttignoli
gives message
Children’s Church
Women’s Meeting

6

7

Ann Arbor/
Albion
District
Pastor
Meeting

AA 6:30

8

9

Bible Study
7:00 Wanda
Choir Rehearsal
Young’s home
7:00

Sat
3
Willow
Women’s
Luncheon
11:00 am

10
David
Lochner

Katherine
Buck

Rotary 6:30
Betty Holland
11

12

Holy
Communion

14

Chicken
Supper Prep
8:30 am

Chicken Supper Detroit
An- Outdoor
nual Confer- Movie
4:30 Carry Out
ence through
“FROZEN”
5:00 Seating
May 18th

Rotary 6:30

MOTHERS DAY
18

13

15

16

17

Women's group
movie night

19

Jeanne Lochner
gives message

20

21

Rotary 6:30

AA 6:30

All church brunch
Ad Board Meets

22

23

24

30

31

Bible Study
7:00 Wanda
Choir Rehearsal
Young’s home
7:00
Kristine
McDaniel

25

26

Parent Study

Don Gambino Rotary 6:30

Richard &
Loretta
Jim and Katherine
Maxwell
Buck

27

Andrea
Gambino

28

29

AA 6:30

Bible Study
7:00 Wanda
Choir Rehearsal
Young’s home
7:00
Melissa
LaForest
Jeanne
Lochner

