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     Luke 18:29-30 (NKJV)  “He said to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, there is 

no one who has left house or parents or brothers or wife or children, for the sake of the king-

dom of God, who shall not receive many times more in this present time, and in the age to 

come eternal life.’” 

     Once there was a little girl who was saving her money to buy something at the toy store in 

town.  It wasn’t a lot of money, but she was excited and she asked her father if he would take 

her there.  She went up and down the aisles, looking for something that she could afford as 

well as something that she would like to have.  Finally, an item caught her eye and she knew – 

“this is it!”  She carefully picked up the strand of white plastic pearls, went to the check out 

counter and paid for them with the money she had been saving.  She was so proud of her new 

necklace.  She loved the way it looked on her and she wore it constantly.   

     Her father, being a wise man, saw an opportunity to teach his daughter about trust . . . so one day he asked her, 

“Honey, will you give me your pearls?” 

    “Oh, no, Daddy, I can’t give you my pearls – I love them!” 

     Several days later, the father asked his daughter again, “Will you give me your pearls?”  And again, she said, “No, 

Daddy.  I really love them and I can’t give them to you.”   

     Several more days passed and the father said, “Honey, do you trust me?  Will you give me your pearls?” 

     Tearfully, reluctantly, she took them off and gave them to her daddy.   

     Just then, her father pulled a red felt covered box from his pocket and presented it to his daughter.  Inside was a 

strand of genuine pearls.  As the father was fastening the pearls around her neck, he said, “I had these pearls all 

along and all you had to do was to trust me.” 

     Sometimes we can be like that little girl – we hold on to something that is keeping us from God’s best.  Don’t 

settle for “plastic.”  Put your trust in God. 

     As we walk this journey of faith, may we keep our hands open every day, to receive all that God has for us.                                                         

                                                                                                                             Your sister on the journey, 

                                                                                                                                    Pastor Marianne 

Story in this article came from “Love Your Life” by Victoria Osteen 

Sermon Titles and Texts for May: 
     May 3:  “I Am the Vine”                      John 15:1-8 

     May 10:  “The Helium God”       John 15:9-17 

     May 17:  “Metanoia”          Matthew 4:12-17          Mark Buttignoli preaching 

     May 24:  “You Might be a Redneck if . . . “       Acts 2:1-21 

     May 31:  “Help Me Make it Through the Night”    John 3:1-21 

 



Willow Church Ministries 

Food Pantry:  Ethel’s food pantry offers short term assistance for any in need.  1 bag of groceries at a 

time.  The food pantry is open 24/7.  Please call the church for information or to request assistance. 

Spiritual Growth and Bible Study:  A weekly study fellowship with emphasis on deepening  personal 

spirituality with practical disciplines.  Study group meets Thursdays at 7:00 pm. 

Prayer Ministry:  Our congregation offers, through prayer and meditation, intercessory prayer for 

any concern 24 hours a day.  Please call the church office to leave your prayer requests. 

AA Ministry:  Utilize a 12 step program to help those suffering the effects of alcohol addiction.  

Meetings are held at the church Wednesdays at 6:00 pm 

Music Ministry:  Choir and worship opportunities through music participation.  Practice every Wednesday at 7:00 pm.  

Children’s Ministry:  Christian education during worship service is offered weekly to foster and guide our children in their 

faith. Under the direction of Jeanne Lochner.  Children’s Church is the first and third Sunday of the month coordinated by         

Jennifer Johnson. 

Altar Flowers:  Alter flowers can be displayed as a memori-

al or in honor of someone or something or a special event. 

Cost per bouquet:  if only 1 bouquet is purchased for the 

same week is $15.00.  Cost if 2 vases are purchased is 

$12.50.  Make all checks to Darlene’s Flowers.  Please con-

tact Vanessa Lenz at 734-731-9611.  Orders and payments 

are  required 2 weeks prior to date. 

This newsletter is complied by Donna Lee Hornyak.  A special 

thanks to Gail Sobecki and all who submit articles.  If you 

would like to add to “The Communicator”, please  e mail me at 

dhornyak2@gmail.com. 

                  “What is impossible for humans is possible for God” 

   Luke 18:27 

Script Program 

Our church benefits from the          

purchase of Scrip gift cards.  Every 

time you purchase a card we receive 

a    percentage of the purchase price.  Use the cards not only 

to give as gifts, but also consider buying them for your own  

personal use i.e. dining out, home improvements, gas, per-

sonal items. 

If you would like an updated list of retailers, please see     

Martha Molar. 

Willow Church Cook Book 

Please remember to bring in some of 

your favorite    recipes to be included in 

the church cookbook.  You can give them 

to Jennifer Johnson, Jan Holland, Holly  

Morrison or Martha Molner.  Your assistance in helping us 

to create the best  cookbook ever is greatly appreciated.  

Martha Molnar 

   MOTHER/DAUGHTER BANQUET       

   Saturday, May 2nd   11:00 AM 

  Tickets  go on sale:  Sunday, April 12th  Adults:  $8.00                                      

      Kids under 12  $5.00 

 



WERE YOU HERE???? 

When our congregation waved palms to celebrate “PALM SUNDAY” 

When we were told that confessing our sins cleanses us? 

When we heard that good comes from lessons learned? 

When we were assured that Jesus’s greatest miracles are still happening? 

When we were reassured that Christians work to make a sharing society? 

When the Milford Bell Choir blessed our congregation with their talent? 

When we celebrated:  UP FROM THE GRAVE HE AROSE!!! 

WHEN GOD CREATED MOTHERS 

   When the good Lord was creating mothers, he was into his sixth day of overtime when an angel appeared and said, “You’re 

doing a lot of fiddling around on this one.” 

   And the Lord said, “Have you read the specifications on this order?   She has to be completely washable, but not plastic, 

have 180 movable parts, all replaceable, run on black coffee and leftovers, have a lap that disappears when she stands up, a 

kiss that can cure anything from a broken bone to a disappointed love affair, and six pairs of hands.” 

   The angel shook her head slowly and said, “Six pairs of hands?  No way!” 

   “It’s not the hands that are causing the problem,” said the Lord.  “it’s the three pairs of eyes that mothers have to have.” 

   “That’s the standard model?” asked the angel? 

   The Lord nodded.  “One pair that sees through closed doors when she asks “What are you kids doing in there?” when she 

already knows.  Another in the back of her head that sees what she shouldn’t but what she has to know.  And of course, the 

ones in front that can look at a child when he goofs up and say “I understand and I love you,” without so much as uttering a 

word. 

   “Lord,” said the angel, touching his sleeve gently, “go to bed.  Tomorrow is another…..” 

   “I can’t,” said the Lord.  “I’m so close now.  Already I have one who heals herself when she is sick, can feed a family of six 

on one pound of hamburger, and can get a nine year old to stand under a shower.” 

   The angel circled the model of a mother very slowly.  “It’s too soft,”  she sighed. 

   “But tough” said the Lord excitedly.  “You cannot imagine what this mother can do or endure.” 

   “Can it think?” 

“Not only think, but it can reason and compromise,” said the Creator. 

   Finally, the angel bent over and ran her finger across the cheek.  “There’s  leak!”  she pronounced. 

   “It’s not a leak,” said the Lord.  “It’s a tear.” 

   “What’s it for?” asked the angel. 

   “It’s for joy, sadness, disappointment, pain, loneliness and pride.” 

    “You are a genius.” said the angel. 

    The Lord looked somber.  “I didn’t put it there.”    
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FOOD PANTRY       24/7         734-753-4320 

We are asking:    What Scripture guides your life and why?   

E mail Donna Lee Hornyak @   dhornyak2@gmail.com and we will print your answer in the June news-

letter.       From Jan Holland:  Mathew 19:26 

Jesus looked to them and said, “With man this is impossible but with God all things are possible.” 

This scripture is referring to the “it is easier for a camel to go through an eye of a needle, then a rich man to enter 

heaven.”  The disciples ask of Jesus “Who then can be saved?” 

It is by the grace of God that a person is saved.  I like to think of the “with God all things are possible” because it is 

comforting to know that when circumstances arise and the solutions are out of our control, that wit Him anything is 

possible.  When Tom died, it was hard to come to the realization that he was gone.  On the other hand, I was comfort-

ed in knowing that he was with his Lord and Savior.  I found strength and comfort with knowing that I could get 

through it because with God all things are possible. 

Our thank you goes to all who purchased those wonderful chocolate suckers made by Linda 

Kemp and for all who purchased the crosses to be displayed in the sanctuary during HOLY 

WEEK.  Monies from both will be used to clean the upstairs carpet. 

Thank you to the men of the church for cooking that wonderful Easter breakfast! 

And to Holly Morrison and the Lochners for volunteering to host the April Coffee Hour. 

Thank you to all those who worked at the chicken supper, the FREE SALE and the MOM 2 MOM SALE, and to those who pro-

vide suppers to members of our congregation who need help. 

   “Pulling together, we make it happen!” 

MAY YOUR TROUBLES BE LESS,  

MAY YOUR BLESSINGS BE MORE 

MAY HAPPINESS ALWAYS COME 

THROUGH YOUR DOOR 

  The custom of giving blessings goes 

back to the very earliest times:     

Blessing the mornings of Creation, 

blessing food, blessing good health, or 

peace and protection. 

Wouldn’t it be nice, if we blessed 

each morning of our day, our family, 

and friends.  And blessed our work 

with a share of Heavenly Grace. 

Bestow a BLESSING today!! 



                                Marriage Study   

     “Falling in love is easy, but staying in love takes courage, hard 

work and lots of grace.”   

     Are you engaged to be married, married for several months or 

for 30 plus years?  Then this study is for you!  Willow UMC is of-

fering a marriage study once a month. 

     “Love to Stay:  Sex, Grace, and Commitment” is the title of 

the study written by Rev. Adam Hamilton lead pastor at Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas.  Hamil-

ton is a nationally known speaker and author and leader in the United Methodist Church. In this study “Hamilton 

explores the ups and downs and how to’s of marriage and how, with God’s help, we can make love last.” 

     This 6 week study, facilitated by Pastor Marianne (married over 30 years to husband, Doug) meets on the 4
th
 

Sunday of each month.  The class begins at 11:00am with gathering time and snacks.  Study time concludes at 
12:30pm.  We meet in the home of John and Laura Haydamacker at 24340 Waltz, New Boston.  If you 
have any questions about the class or location, please contact Pastor Marianne, marriage study facilitator      
(248-875-3783), Jennifer Johnson, co-coordinator (734-625-5750).  Hope to see you there! 

Daily Devotional Available 
     Did you know that Willow UMC offers free daily devotional materials each month?  They are called “The Upper 
Room” and you may take one home for your use.  The Upper Rooms are located in the back of the sanctuary – large 
print is available.  Speak with Pastor Marianne if you have any questions.   

          Outdoor Movie Nights to Begin 

 
                                                            

     Friday, May 15 Willow UMC will be hosting our first movie of the 
season - Paddington.  Free movie, free snacks, free beverages. Movie 
begins at 8:00pm. 
 
                     Invite your friends, neighbors to this fun family event!  
 

Outdoor Movie Night Sponsorships 
    This is a wonderful social time for our congregation, 
but it is even a more wonderful opportunity to offer 
Christian hospitality to our community.  
     If you would like to contribute to this community out-
reach won’t you consider making a donation to sponsor 
one of our movie nights? Last year several  community 

and church families sponsored our movies.  
     The cost is $175.00. (Full or partial sponsors are encouraged) 
Please speak with John Tarr –  coordinator.                                                
We need a sponsor for “Paddington!” 

” 

ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES: 

The Advisory Board Minutes are 

available upon request, please 

see Jan Holland, recording           

secretary or Pastor  Marianne 

for a copy. 



May 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

Sheryl Karls 

2 

Mother/

Daughter 

Luncheon 

11:00 

Jim & 

Kathy 

Farr 

3 

Holy Communion 

Children's Church 

Women’s Meeting 

4 5 

Rotary 6:30 

6 

AA 6:00 

Choir           

Rehearsal 7:00 

Betty Holland 

7 

Bible Study 

7:00 at Willow 

Church 

8 

Pastor in Course 

of Study 

Katherine Buck 

9 

Pastor in 

Course of 

Study 

10 

Mother's Day 

 

David Lochner 

11 12 

Chicken      

Supper Prep 

8:30 am 

Rotary 6:30 

13 

CHICKEN 

SUPPER 

14 

Bible Study 

7:00 at Willow 

Church 

Detroit Annual 

Conference 

through       

Sunday, May 17 

15 

Outdoor Movie 
“PADDINGTON” 

16 

17 

Children’s Church 

Coffee Hour 

18 19 

Rotary 6:30 

20 

AA 6:00 

Choir           

Rehearsal 7:00 

21 

Bible Study 

7:00 at Willow 

Church 

 

Kristine 

McDaniel 

22 23 

24 

Marriage Study 

25 

Katherine & 

Jim Buck 

26 

Rotary 6:30 

Loretta &  

Richard      

Maxwell 

Don Gambino 

27 

AA 6:00 

Choir           

Rehearsal 7:00 

Andrea     

Gambino 

28 

Last of the    

season 

Bible Study 

7:00 at Willow 

Church 

29 

Melissa LaForest 

Jeanne Lochner 

30 

Outdoor 

Church 

Clean Up 

31 1 

 

2 

Rotary 6:30 

3 

AA 6:00 

Choir           

Rehearsal 7:00 

4 5 6 


