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A NOTE FROM PASTOR BRAD: 

Over the last decade there has been a movement in various institutions to 
“downsize.” The satirical tabloid The Onion, reported in 2006 similar plans in 
the Godhead. The article quoted God as saying, “Given the poor economic 
climate and the unclear nature of the Holy Ghost’s duties, I felt this was a 

sensible and necessary decision” to phase out the third Person of the Trinity.  

The tabloid reported, “The Holy Ghost will be given fewer and fewer responsibilities until his for-
mal resignation from Trinity duty following Easter services on April 20.”   

The Onion said that from that date the Father and Son would be referred to as the “Holy Duo.” 

May 15 is Pentecost Sunday. It is the day the Christian church celebrates as it’s birthday. The 
book of Acts gives the account of the Holy Spirit filling each of the disciples and empowering 
them to go make disciples throughout the world. But, in our busy lives today, we tend to ignore 
the Spirit’s presence to help us on our journey through life. 

Dr. Bill Bright of Campus Crusade for Christ tells this story of a famous oil field called Yates 
Pool: 

During the depression this field was a sheep ranch owned by a man named Yates. Mr. Yates 
wasn't able to make enough on his ranching operation to pay the principal and interest on the 
mortgage, so he was in danger of losing his ranch. With little money for clothes or food, his fami-
ly (like many others) had to live on government subsidy. 

Day after day, as he grazed his sheep over those rolling West Texas hills, he was no doubt 
greatly troubled about how he would pay his bills. Then a seismographic crew from an oil com-
pany came into the area and told him there might be oil on his land. They asked permission to 
drill a wildcat well, and he signed a lease contract. 

At 1,115 feet they struck a huge oil reserve. The first well came in at 80,000 barrels a day. Many 
subsequent wells were more than twice as large. In fact, 30 years after the discovery, a govern-
ment test of one of the wells showed it still had the potential flow of 125,000 barrels of oil a day. 

And Mr. Yates owned it all. The day he purchased the land he had received the oil and mineral 
rights. Yet, he'd been living on relief. A multimillionaire living in poverty. The problem? He didn't 
know the oil was there even though he owned it. 

Too often we live in spiritual poverty. We are entitled to the gifts of the Holy Spirit and the Spirit’s 
energizing power, but we are not aware of our birthright. Remember, you never need to face the 
struggles of life on your own. The power and strength of the Holy Spirit is available to you every 
moment of your life. In faith, ask and you will receive. 

          Pastor Brad 



Worship & Sermon Themes for May 2016 
 

Sunday May 1, 2016 
Scripture: John 14:23-29 
Title: Getting Dropped 
Jesus explains how getting dropped ultimately works to our advantage. 
 
Sunday May, 8, 2016 
Scripture: Acts 16:16-34 
Title: The Geography of Joy  
When we're in the darkness and trusting God, joy is simply a description of what's happening in the geography of our 
inner being. 
 
Sunday May 15, 2016 Pentecost 
Scripture: Acts 2:1-21 
Title: Happy Birthday to You, Church! 
The church is right where it should be: in the public domain. 
 
Sunday May 22, 2016 
Scripture: Romans 5:1-5 
Title: Ring This Bell! 
In Romans, Paul tolls the justification bell — and for good reason. It’s a bell that peals the good news of peace.  
 
Sunday May 29, 2016 
Scripture: 1 Kings 18:20-21, 30-39 
Title: Fire Mission 
Elijah convinces the Israelites that "the Lord is indeed God!" 

Were you here? 

When we were told “Something Better is Coming.” 

When we were reminded that there are 4 more titles for the Risen One 

   1.Christ   2.  Faithful Witness   3.  First born of the dead   4.  Ruler of the kings of the earth. 

When we learned the book of “Acts” reads like a travelogue for the first Century of Christianity. 

When Pastor Brad explained that the Shepard is at the center of the circle of life, no matter where you turn in daily life, God 

  will be there. 

When we were told that the amazing thing about grace is that God works through sinners like us. 

When we realized that “THE EMPTY TOMB CHANGES THE DIRECTION OF OUR LIVES!” 

When Willow Church reached out to MANY FAMILIES providing clothes at our 6th annual Free Style. 

When many of the Willow Church women’s group gathered together to make blankets and learn to crochet and knit all for 

the University of Michigan’s babies. 

When the volunteers of Willow Church worked together to prepare our FAMOUS chicken dinners for our community  

 attendee’s.  

When through the love and ministry of our Pastor and our congregation, we SERVE OUR LORD in outreach to our  

 community. 

 



           God's Helpers 
God could not be in every place 
With loving hands to help erase 
The teardrops from each baby's face, 
And so He thought of mother. 
 
He could not send us here alone 
And leave us to a fate unknown; 
Without providing for His own, 
The outstretched arms of mother. 
 
God could not watch us night and day 
And kneel beside our crib to pray, 
Or kiss our little aches away; 
And so He sent us mother. 
 
And when our childhood days began, 
He simply could not take command. 
That's why He placed our tiny hand 
Securely into mother's. 
 
The days of youth slipped quickly by, 
Life's sun rose higher in the sky. 
Full grown were we, yet ever nigh 
To love us still, was mother. 
 
And when life's span of years shall end, 
I know that God will gladly send, 
To welcome home her child again, 
That ever-faithful mother. 

--George W. Wiseman 

 Administrative Board Meeting 

Blanket, Crocheting 

and Knitting for U of 

M Babies! 

Mom to Mom 

Sale 

FREE STYLE             

BEFORE 

FREE STYLE AFTER!!!!! 

http://christianity.about.com/od/oldtestamentpeople/a/God-The-Father.htm


   Willow United Methodist Church 

   April Administration Board Meeting 

   April 17, 2016 

            Meeting opened with prayer at 10:43 a.m. Pastor Brad Lewis 

ATTENDANCE: Jan Holland, Martha Molnar, Pastor Brad Lewis, Katherine Buck, Donna 

Lee Hornyak, Helena & R.P Lilly, Jim & Kathy Farr, Mark Buttignoli, Karen Struble, Amy 

Harrison, & Tina Szalek. 

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD: April Ad Board minutes were read. Mark motioned to ac-

cept. Jim supported. Motion carried. 

MUSIC MINISTRY: Karen presented to the board concerns regarding purchasing music 

for the choir. The present budget allowed doesn't allow for the choir to have Christmas 

Cantata and an Easter Cantata. Also, the choir would like to continue to purchase new 

music, which would be sung again at some point. Each song costs approximately $50. 

After some discussion, Jan motioned for the budget to be reviewed for the choir budget 

to be increased by $500. Martha supported. Motion carried. 

 

PASTOR’S REPORT: Pastor Brad would like the sound system checked out in light of the 

static that is being heard. R.P. will get with John Tarr as to contacting a company to look 

into it. Pastor Brad is aware of some concerns relating to some changes to the altar (i.e. 

candelabras). He will not be eliminating anything. There is a circle of change and some 

changes will pertain to his sermons. Pastor Brad gets office supply at staples and will be 

opening account to get discounts + tax exempt status. 

            PASTOR PARISH:     Donna Lee reported Pastor Brad will be a 3/4 time pastor                   

     beginning July 1, 2016. 

Donna Lee is recommending and motioning a yearly salary of $30,909.00 paid to Pastor 

Brad beginning July l, 2016. (A financial meeting and budget meeting will take place to 

review) 

TRUSTEES: Jim Farr reported that the lawn tractor is out for repairs. Minor repairs have 

taken place outside the church. The outside lights to be replaced. R.P. reported the 

Belden Drain is being replaced this summer and the church may have to pay it portion in 

taxes. 

              FINANCIAL: N/A 

                                                                        ADJOURNMENT:Jim motioned to adjourn. Mark supported. Mtg. adjourned I I :26 am. 

 

      Recording Secretary — Janet Holland 



Willow Church Ministries 

Food Pantry:  Ethel’s food pantry offers short term assistance for any in need.  1 bag of groceries at a time.  The food pantry is 

open 24/7.  Please call the church for information or to request assistance. 

Spiritual Growth and Bible Study:  A weekly study fellowship with emphasis on deepening  personal spirituality with practi-

cal disciplines.  Study group meets Thursdays at 7:00 pm. 

Prayer Ministry:  Our congregation offers, through prayer and meditation, intercessory prayer for any concern 24 hours a 

day.  Please call the church office to leave your prayer requests. 

AA Ministry:  Utilize a 12 step program to help those suffering the effects of alcohol addiction.  Meetings are held at the 

church Wednesdays at 6:00 pm 

Music Ministry:  Choir and worship opportunities through music participation.  Practice every Wednesday at 7:00 pm.  

Children’s Ministry:  Christian education during worship service is offered weekly to foster and guide our children in their 

faith under the direction of Jeanne Lochner.  Children’s Church is held each Sunday, coordinated by Jennifer Johnson. 

This newsletter is compiled by Donna Lee Hornyak.  A special 

thanks to Gail Sobecki and all who submit articles.  If you 

would like to add to “The Communicator”, please  e mail me 

at dhornyak2@gmail.com. 

     Thought for the Day:  I will look for God in everyone I 

see today. 

Willow United Methodist Church                                                                     
36925 Willow Road                                                                                                                              

New Boston, MI  48164 

Rev. Brad Lewis, Pastor 

    Email address: bklewis2105@gmail.com  

Pastor Cell Phone Number:   1-989-906-5231  

 Office Hours Wednesdays and Thursdays  

1:30—3:30 PM and upon request 

Church phone: 734-654-9020 

Fax:  734-654-9020 

Sunday Service 9:30 AM 

  Jeanne Lochner:  Children’s Ministry Director                                                           

               Karen Struble    Organist  and Music  Director 

FOOD PANTRY       24/7         734-753-4320 

Altar Flowers:  Altar flowers can be displayed as a    

memorial or in honor of someone or something or a   

special event.  Cost per bouquet:  if only 1 bouquet is 

purchased for the same week is $15.00.  Cost if 2 vases 

are purchased is $12.50 each.  Make all checks to        

Darlene’s Flowers.  Please contact Vanessa Lenz at             

734-731-9611.   Orders and payments are  required 2 

weeks prior to date. 

BOOK to read! 

Have you read a good Christian Book       

lately...one that you would recom-

mend to others?  We will start now 

listing book titles submitted by our congregation that 

others might enjoy. 

“40 Days with Jesus” by Sarah Young 

I WILL DO MY BEST AND 

GOD WILL DO THE REST! 



May 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Holy           

Communion 

Children’s 

Church 

Women’s Mtg. 

Sheryl Karls 

2 

 

Kathy & Jim 

Farr 

3 

Rotary 6:30 

4 

AA 6:00 

Choir            

Rehearsal 7:00 

5 

 

Bible Study 

7:00 

6 

 

 

Betty Holland 

7 

 

Church Clean 

Up Day, Inside 

and Out! 

8 

 

 

 

 

Katherine Buck 

9 10 

Chicken      

Supper Prep 

8:30 am 

Rotary 6:30 

 

David Lochner 

 

 

CHICKEN 

SUPPER  

 

12 

 

Bible Study 

7:00 

13 

 

Wedding     

Rehearsal         

6 PM 

14 

Kristen      

Sutherland & 

Colin Green 

Wedding 

15 

Pentecost   

Sunday 

Marriage 

Workshop at 

Haydamacker 

Home “The 

Five Love    

Languages” 

16 17 

Rotary 6:30 

18 

AA 6:00 

Choir            

Rehearsal 7:00 

19 

 

Bible Study 

7:00 

 

 

20 21 

 

Kristine 

McDaniel  

22 

 

Ad Board Mtg. 

23 24 

Rotary 6:30 

25 

AA 6:00 

Choir            

Rehearsal 7:00 

Katherine &  

Jim Buck 

26 

Bible Study 

7:00 

 

Don Gambino 

Loretta &   

Richard     

Maxwell  

27 

 

 

 

Andrea Bambi-

no 

28 

29 

 

 

Melissa 

LaForest 

Jeanne       

Lochner 

30 31 

Rotary 6:30 

1 

AA 6:00 

Choir            

Rehearsal 7:00 

2 3 4 



 

A LITTLE BOY’S EXPLANATION OF GOD 

It was written by an 8-year-old named Danny Dutton, who lives in Chula Vista, CA. He wrote it for his third grade 
homework assignment, to 'explain God.' I wonder if any of us could have done as well?   
(And he had such an assignment, in California, and someone published it...I guess miracles do happen!)  
 
 
EXPLANATION OF GOD: 'One of God's main jobs is making people. He makes them to replace the ones that die, so 
there will be enough people to take care of things on earth. He doesn't make grownups, just babies. I think because 
they are smaller and easier to make. That way he doesn't have to take up his valuable time teaching them to talk 
and walk. He can just leave that to mothers and fathers.' 
  
'God's second most important job is listening to prayers. An awful lot of this goes on, since some people, like 
preachers and things, pray at times beside bedtime. God doesn't have time to listen to the radio or TV because of 
this. Because he hears everything, there must be a terrible lot of noise in his ears, unless he has thought of a way to 
turn it off.' 

  
'God sees everything and hears everything and is everywhere which keeps Him pretty busy. So you should-
n't go wasting his time by going over your mom and dad's head asking for something they said you couldn't  
have.' 
  
'Atheists are people who don't believe in God. I don't think there are any in Chula Vista . At least there aren't 
any who come to our church.' 
  
'Jesus is God's Son. He used to do all the hard work, like walking on water and performing miracles and try-
ing to teach the people who didn't want to learn about God. They finally got tired of him preaching to them 
and they crucified him. But he was good and kind, like his father, and he told his father that they didn't know 
what they were doing and to forgive them and God said O.K.' 
  
'His dad (God) appreciated everything that he had done and all his hard work on earth so he told him he 
didn't have to go out on the road anymore. He could stay in heaven. So he did. And now he helps his dad out 
by listening to prayers and seeing things which are important for God to take  
care of and which ones he can take care of himself without having to bother God. Like a secretary, only more 
important.' 
  
'You can pray anytime you want and they are sure to help you because they got it worked out so one of them 
is on duty all the time.' 
  
'You should always go to church on Sunday because it makes God happy, and if there's anybody you want to 
make happy, it's God! 
  
Don't skip church to do something you think will be more fun like going to the beach. This is wrong. And be-
sides the sun doesn't come out at the beach until noon anyway.' 
  
'If you don't believe in God, besides being an atheist, you will be very lonely, because your parents can't go 
everywhere with you, like to camp, but God can. It is good to know He's around you when you're scared, in  
the dark or when you can't swim and you get thrown into real deep water by big kids.' 
  
'But you shouldn't just always think of what God can do for you. I figure God put me here and he can take me 
back anytime he pleases.  
      And...that's why I believe in God.' 



2016 FREE STYLE   WILLOW CHURCH 6th ANNUAL..THANKS KAREN AND EVERYONE                                

ANOTHER SUCCESS! 


