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A note from Pastor Marianne

I wonder how many times in my life I have prayed or “recited” the Lord’s Prayer? How about
you? It’s the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples to pray when they came to him, asking him,
“How should we pray?” We pray it often, but do we really think about it’s meaning every time we
pray? Join us in Worship this month as we focus on this very special prayer. What can we learn
about God, God’s kingdom, provision, and forgiveness? Let’s explore together.
My love to you, Pastor Marianne

Sermon Titles and Texts for August:
August 3: Lord’s Prayer Series: “On Earth As It Is In Heaven”
Matthew 6:9-13
August 10: Lord’s Prayer Series: “Give Us This Day”
August 17: Lord’s Prayer Series: “As We Forgive”
August 24: Lord’s Prayer Series: “Deliver Us”
August 31: “Good to Know”
Matthew 16:21-28

OUTDOOR MOVIE NIGHT AUGUST 15

The Lego
Movie

An ordinary Lego construction worker,
thought to be the prophesied 'Special',
is recruited to join a quest to stop an
evil tyrant from gluing the Lego universe
into eternal stasis.

Free hotdogs, popcorn, beverages included!
What an opportunity to share fun, love, and hospitality with our neighbors, families and
friends! Who will you invite?
Thank you to the John Tarr and Tom VanMeer families for this wonderful outreach!
Please don’t forget to introduce yourselves to those you don’t know and tell them how glad you are that they
have come to movie night. And while you’re at it, invite them to church on Sunday.
Our sponsors are Greg and Pamela Stano, Huron Township Rotarians. If you see them, please express
our gratitude for their generous donation as Willow reaches out to our community with free family friendly
activities to enhance family life memories. If you would like to assist in the movie night events, please contact
John Tarr.
Willow UMC – Your Dollars Do Make a Difference!
Article from Michigan Area United Methodist Church News and Information

BIG help offered for a 'small' storm

7/22/2014

KAY DeMOSS

Senior Editor-Writer, Michigan Area
KENTWOOD, Mich. MIC – For the third time in three years, grants from the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) are making a difference in the lives of people in the state of Michigan. Following the tornado that hit in
Kentwood on July 6, Bishop Deborah Lieder Kiesey contacted UMCOR’s Disaster Relief Office. She asked for a
$10,000 emergency relief grant. The money was in hand less than two weeks later.
Last year Bishop Deb had requested and secured assistance from UMCOR following the severe flooding in Lowell. At the time Lowell UMC’s pastor, Rick Blunt, said, “This is our One Great Hour of Sharing offering and other
UMCOR contributions coming back to us.”
Similarly, in March of 2012, Bishop Jonathan Keaton reached out to UMCOR when a tornado hit the community
of Dexter."The devastating winds of a tornado cut a swath of destruction through Dexter," he prayed in the wake of
that storm. “May the winds of the Holy Spirit breathe on our hearts and minds to help our brothers and sisters reeling
from the impact."
In the Kentwood situation the UMCOR gifts are especially appreciated since no governmental funding is available
to help with recovery and clean-up efforts in that suburb of Grand Rapids. “This was classified as a ‘small storm’,”
explains the Rev. Erin Fitzgerald, pastor of St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, the congregation nearest to the impact area.
Thank you Willow for your donations to UMCOR.

Parenting Study
“Your Family and Money”
Willow UMC offers a free parenting study for parents of children of all ages.
The study utilizes a parenting series by Jim Williams who is a national parenting
advocate and speaker and the director of STARS, a school based program helping
students make healthy lifestyle choices.
This 4 week study suggests ways parents can help children develop good
money values and money management skills.
All are welcome! The third session in our study curriculum will be August 24. Meet at 11:00am
for snacks and concludes at 12:00pm. Meeting place to be announced. If you have any questions,
please contact Pastor Marianne, parenting study facilitator (248-875-3783), Jennifer Johnson,
co-coordinator (734-625-5750).
Hope to see you!

Church Picnic:

- Summer Bible StudyAll are invited to meet at Wanda
Young’s home at 19070 Otto Court,
New Boston at 11:00am to 12:00noon.
We will be using the book, “New Testament Stories From the Back Side” by
J. Ellsworth Kalas as our resource for
study and discussion.
Dates of the study are Thursdays,
August 7,14. Contact Pastor
Marianne if you have any questions.

Daily Devotional
Available
Did you know that Willow UMC offers free daily
devotional materials each
month? They are called
“The Upper Room” and
you may take one home
for your use. The Upper
Rooms are located in the
back of the sanctuary –
large print is available.

August 9 at 12:00 noon we
will meet for our annual
church potluck picnic on
the lawn of Willow UMC.
Richard will be heating up
the grill for hotdogs and
hamburgers. Children’s
games will be provided by Vanessa and Joyce.
Please sign up at church or call church office to let
us know how many will be coming and how many
hotdogs and hamburgers you would like.
Bring a dish to pass, a lawn chair, yard games,
your family and friends! Hamburgers and hotdogs
will be provided. If you desire and are able to assist, please sign up for picnic set up, clean up,
condiments, beverages, etc. in church entry table.

Membership Classes for
Fall 2014
A very special thank you to
Mary Grover, LaRaine
Fowler and family for
hosting our Outdoor
Worship Service at Apple
Charlie’s! Beautiful day,
place, and hospitality!

If you are interested in or
curious about becoming a member of Willow UMC, you are invited to attend a membership
class on September 14, after
worship. Rev. Doug McMunn will
be leading a discussion on United Methodism, church history
and any other topics you may
want to discuss.
The second membership
class will be held on October 5
after worship. We will look at
membership vows and set date
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Christian Alphabet
A lthough things are not perfect
B ecause of trial or pain
C ontinue in thanksgiving
D o not begin to blame.
E ven when the times are hard
F ierce winds are bound to blow
G od is forever able
H old on to what you know.
I magine life without His love
J oy would cease to be
K eep thanking
H im for all the things
L ove imparts to thee.
M ove out of “Camp Complaining”
N o weapon that is known
O n earth can yield the power
P raise can do alone.
Q uit looking at the future
R edeem the time at hand
S tart every day with worship
T o “thank” is a command.
U ntil we see Him coming
V ictorious in the sky
W e’ll run the race with gratitude
eX alting God most high.
Y es, there will be good times and yes some will be bad, but
Z ion waits in glory, where none are ever sad!

God’s Embroidery
When I was a little boy, my mother used to embroider a great deal. I would sit at her knee and look up from the
floor and ask what she was doing. She informed me that she was embroidering. I told her that it looked like a
mess from where I was. As from the underside I watched her work within the boundaries of the little round
hoop that she held in her hand, I complained to her that it sure looked messy from where I sat.
She would smile at me, look down and gently say, “My son, you go about your playing for a while, and when I
am finished with my embroidering, I will put you on my knee and let you see it from my side.”
I would wonder why she was using some dark threads along with the bright ones and why they seemed so jumbled from my view. A few minutes would pass and then I would hear Mother’s voice say, “Son, come and sit on
my knee.” This I did only to be surprised and thrilled to see a beautiful flower or a sunset. I could not believe
it, because from underneath it looked so messy. Then Mother would say to me, “My son, from underneath it did
look messy and jumbled, but you did not realize that there was a pre-drawn plan on the top. It was a design. I
was only following it. Now look at it from my side and you will see what I was doing.”
Many times through the years I have looked up to my Heavenly Father and said, “Father, what are
You doing?” He has answered, “I am embroidering your life. ” I say, “But it looks like a mess to me.
It seems so jumbled. The threads seem so dark. Why can’t they all be bright?”
The Father seems to tell me, “‘My child, you go about your business of doing My business, and one
day I will bring you to Heaven and put you on My knee and you will see the plan from My side.”

Thought for the day:
The best exercise in the world is to bend down and help someone up!

