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A note from Pastor Kelly:
“Life is either a daring adventure or nothing.” - Helen Keller

As I sit here in the lounge chair on my porch writing this newsletter article, I am
surrounded by the sounds of the cicada’s, a gentle reminder to me that the
summer is coming slowly to a close. Back to reality, I think to myself. Time for
going back to work or school, time for our church ministries to start another
season, including: choir, bible study, children’s ministries, and even our famous
chicken suppers. Time for us to reach out and offer our unique spiritual
contributions and gifts to each ministry, and we have a lot of amazing ministries
here at Willow UMC!
Each experience we have in our ministries at Willow UMC offer us the opportunity to grow in Christ, to
reach out to others as the hands and feet of Christ, and to discover more fully the disciples we are meant
to be. I encourage you to participate in one (or more!) of our ministries as we discover how blessed the
experience of fellowship and serving others in Christ can be when we are doing it together!
I look forward to another beautiful month with all of you, serving as disciples of Jesus Christ!

God’s peace and blessings to you all!
Pastor Kelly

PASTORAL VISITS
Pastor Kelly is available for pastoral visits! If you would like a visit or know of
someone who would like a pastoral visit please let Pastor Kelly know via a phone
call, text, email or a note on her desk to set up a date and time.

Willow Church Ministries
Food Pantry: Ethel’s food pantry offers short term assistance for any in need. 1 bag of groceries at a time. The food pantry is
open 24/7. Please call the church for information or to request assistance.
Spiritual Growth and Bible Study: A weekly study fellowship with emphasis on deepening personal spirituality with practical
disciplines. Study group meets Thursdays at 7:00 pm.
Prayer Ministry: Our congregation offers, through prayer and meditation, intercessory prayer for any concern 24 hours a day.
Please call the church office to leave your prayer requests.
AA Ministry: Utilize a 12 step program to help those suffering the effects of alcohol addiction. Meetings are held at the church
Wednesdays at 6:00 pm
Music Ministry: Choir and worship opportunities through music participation. Practice every Wednesday at 7:00 pm. Sept.—
May
Children’s Ministry: Christian education during worship service is offered weekly to foster and guide our children in their faith
under the direction of Jeanne Lochner. Children’s Church is held each Sunday: coordinated by Jennifer Johnson.

Altar Flowers: Altar flowers can be
displayed as a memorial or in honor
of someone or something or a special
event. Please contact Bridgette
Gering or sign the flower form on the
bulletin board.

This newsletter is compiled by Donna Lee Hornyak. A special
thanks to Gail Sobecki and all who submit articles. If you
would like to add to “The Communicator”, please e mail me
at dhornyak2@gmail.com.
Thought for the Day: Who might need to know Christ
through my words or actions today?
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14th...7:00 PM Meeting at church.
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September brings the opening of our music year here at Willow. We are so grateful for all the emotional and financial support we get from our congregation. It is
our belief that God shares his Word through our music so we try very hard to share
the talent He has given us. You know, it doesn’t take a ‘beautiful’ voice to be a
choir member. You don’t even need to be able to read music. All you need is one
night a week to come and share what He has given you. God will make our voices
beautiful.
Our first practice will be September 6th at 7:00 PM. We generally practice on Wednesday evenings. We
have CD’s that we give each member to practice their music. At Christmas we have a special cantata that we
sing as our gift to the congregation. If you would like to use the gift God
gave you, come on Sept. 6 for our first practice

Backpacks for Community Children
Willow UMC will once again be receiving backpacks and supplies to be distributed to the local
schools. Last year many backpacks were filled and given to children who needed them. Helena Lilly
is working with other community agencies/clubs/businesses to promote this project. Please
consider how you may help make a difference in a child’s life. Boxes for donations will be in entry of
sanctuary and Fellowship Hall. Backpack Blessing will be on September 10.
Helena Lilly, coordinator

Backpack Blessing
All children and students are invited to bring their backpacks to church on September 10th for a backpack blessing!

Teacher Dedication
We honor those who teach us. Thanks to those of you who are teachers in the church, those of you who teach in the
school setting and those who are employed in educational institutions serving as staff. We want to say a blessing over you
as the new “school year” begins. Join us for Worship September 10th. Is there a special teacher in your life that you could
invite to join this time of blessing?
Rally Day
On Sunday, September 17th we will celebrate the growth of our children and youth as they mature in faith and mature in years.
Daily Devotion Available
Willow UMC offers free daily devotional materials each month. They are called “The Upper Room” and you may take one
home for your use. The Upper Rooms are located on the table as you enter the sanctuary. Large print is available.

Cole Slaw Bee
Join us on Thursday, September 21st for our Cole Slaw Bee. We will be making cole slaw for the
upcoming chicken suppers. Much help in needed so stop by and volunteer a day, hour or a few
minutes!! We begin at 8:30 in the kitchen and fellowship hall. Special thanks to Mary and Larry
Krzeminski for donating all the cabbage and to Irene Kovak for heading this mission.

DEATH~
WHAT A WONDERFUL WAY TO EXPLAIN IT
A sick man turned to his doctor as he was preparing to
Leave the examination room and said,
'Doctor, I am afraid to die.
Tell me what lies on the other side.'
Very quietly, the doctor said, 'I don't know..'
'You don't know? You're, a Christian man,
and don't know what's on the other side?'
The doctor was holding the handle of the door;
On the other side came a sound of scratching and whining,

And as he opened the door, a dog sprang into the room
And leaped on him with an eager show of gladness.
Turning to the patient, the doctor said,
'Did you notice my dog?
He's never been in this room before.
He didn't know what was inside.

He knew nothing except that his master was here,
And when the door opened, he sprang in without fear.
I know little of what is on the other side of death,
But I do know one thing...
I know my Master is there and that is enough.'

..

Were you here??
When Pastor Kelly assured us that THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS WORTH
ALL THAT WE HAVE OR WILL EVER HAVE?
When we pray we feel comfort in knowing that our prayers are the
seeds that turn our hopes to God?
When we were told that when we believe in our faith Jesus is always
with us?
When so many of us volunteered at our second annual COUNTRY FAIR?

“CARRY OUT A RANDOM ACT OF KINDNESS WITH NO EXPECTATION
OF REWARD, SAFE IN THE KNOWLEDGE THAT ONE DAY SOMEONE
MIGHT DO THE SAME FOR YOU.”
-Princess Diana-
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